
D 
ear Sisters  

and Brothers, 

Every autumn, I’m 

amazed at how many 

adventures take place 

through our small 

congregation of Christ’s 

faithful.  As is probably true 

of most of us, my weekends 

fill quickly from September 

through December.  The 

beautiful thing about what 

God is doing in my life is 

that this busyness has 

purpose, and it’s wonderful 

to see my schedule filling up 

with joyful occasions to share 

and celebrate God’s love. 

But, if I could characterize 

those, I would say that we 

have experienced an 

ecumenical spirit.  Our 

congregation participated in 

a book study of Fr. Richard 

Rohr’s The Universal Christ 

(see page ____), and we were 

privileged to gather together 

with several churches of 

different denominations to 

learn together.  Through 

that study, we recognized 

God’s Presence in everyone 

and everything, as we’ve 

done for the past few years 

through the Blessing of the 

Animals (9/29) and World 

Communion Sunday (10/6).   

The church gathered for 

worship with Tom Golly and 

Maurice Mataban on October 

12th, and we could really feel 

the Presence of the Holy Spirit 

that night!  (See page __)   

On Friday, October 4th, 

several members of our 

church gathered with United 

Methodists from about 20 

churches for a meeting with 

Bishop Tom Bickerton.  A lot 

was discussed about the 

future of the United 

Methodist Church that night, 

but laity and clergy alike were 

strongly encouraged to make 

use of our new “cooperative 

parishes.”  Some will 

remember the old cluster 

system, in which several U.M. 

churches would work together 

on a few programs a year.  

Our “cooperative parish” 

consists of 10 churches from 

Babylon to Bellport.   

With the creation of these 

“cooperative parishes,” it is 

the bishop’s hope that the 

churches will choose to work 

together more closely of their 

own volition.  We are the Body 

of Christ together, and in our 

post-Christendom culture, 

doing effective ministry often 

requires us to combine our 

efforts at sharing the Gospel.  

For example, many of our 

youth groups are small—or 

may have no youth group at 

all.  Could we then combine 

our youth groups so everyone 

has more fun?  If that proves 
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effective, could we work 

together in our outreach 

efforts, being more strategic 

in how we go about our 

missional and evangelistic 

efforts?   

In the Scripture verse above, 

Paul is letting us know a 

special truth about the way 

the Holy Spirit works.  We 

have “different spiritual gifts, 

but the same Spirit; and there 

are different ministries and 

the same Lord…”  (1 Cor. 12:4

-5)  However, the 

demonstration or 

manifestation of the Holy 

Spirit in each one of us works 

together for the good of us all.  

In our kinship with each other 

lies our strength and our 

future, because it is only when 

we work together that our 

gifts can have their full 

effectiveness in Christ.   

Therefore, it’s my hope that 

we’ll only build on the 

spiritual cohesion we’ve been 

building with our Sisters and 

Brothers in Christ.  As we 

raise our concept of “church” 

to include those beyond our 

local church and even our 

denomination, we’ll continue 

to see the power of God 

revealed in the bread and love 

we share. 

Your Brother In Christ, 

Pastor David Czeisel 
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Training Disciples 
     We are committed to encour-

aging Christians to be better 

disciples of Jesus.  That’s why 

we are constantly offering stud-

ies and training to help you 

practice better discipleship in 

your daily lives.   

     Here are just a few ongoing 

educational opportunities you 

might consider: 

 Sunday School 

3 years old - 12th graders 

Every Sunday 

9:45am 

Contact Bridget Borghardt 

or Caryn Dileo 

 

 Confirmation Class 

Generally 7th & 8th graders 

Two Thursdays per month  

7pm - 8:30pm 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 The Crew  

7th - 12th graders 

Events going on now! 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 Women’s Bible Study 

Adults—Women 

Contact Jann Sanicola 

 

 Men’s Bible Study 

Adults—Men 

Every Thursday 

7pm-8:30pm 

Thanksgiving Brunch Delights Us All 

You can always tell when it’s the Sunday of the 

Thanksgiving Brunch.  There’s a palpable 

vibration of activity in the hallways as you enter.  

Everyone seems to be walking in with a tray of 

food, but some are secret entries to the annual 

cooking contest.  Sneak a peek into the Parish 

Hall and you’ll see some of the most beautiful 

table settings you’ve ever seen!   

About 80 people attended this year’s brunch, 

sitting around beautifully decorated tables.  We 

enjoyed a great variety of food this year.  There 

were the staples of 

turkey, stuffing, 

yams, mashed 

potatoes and corn.  

But then there was 

ravioli, pulled pork, 

and waffle fries!  

The appetizer table 

offered an antipasto 

that would make 

my grandmother 

proud, in addition 

to rolls and some tasty mushroom soup.  And, if you 

could eat you way through all of that, the dessert table 

hosted several sweets to tantalize the palate.   

The cooking contest table featured cheese this year, so 

you can just imagine the varieties of mac n cheese, 

cheesecake, cheese dips, and more.  Here were this 

year’s winners, including a three way tie for second 

place! 

1st—Carla, Wayne & Summer Gibson—egg nog cheese 

cake 

2nd—Daniel Haughie—mac n cheese 

2nd—Savannah Haughie—cheese balls 

2nd—Carol Vilar—chocolate cheesecake 

3rd—Jann & Richie Sanicola—caramel apple cheese 

bars 

Now in its roughly seventh year, there can be no doubt 

at this point that Charlotte Green and her band of 

helpers have created a  really touching tradition here at 

Bayport UMC.  The Thanksgiving Brunch has only grown 

every year, and is surely one of the best kept secrets in 

Bayport!   
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Confirmands Seek New Heights 

In October my son, Ben and his good friend Katie went on the 

conformation hike with Pastor  Dave. It was a pleasure to spend 

the day outside in the unseasonably warm weather. It provided 

Ben and Katie an opportunity to reflect upon the past two 

years.  It was interesting for me, as the parent, to have been 

following behind and listening to them reminisce about their 

time spent in Sunday school and conformation class.  It’s such 

rare occurrence when phones and wi-fi are not accessible! 

Pastor Dave was the perfect tour guide.  He was very patient 

with all three of us who completely underestimated the hike.  He 

was very profound while explaining that the journey in life will 

have many ups and downs similar to the hike. However, a faith 

in God will allow us to face and overcome challenges. 

The weather was beautiful, the company was enjoyable. The 

experience will never be forgotten.  

- Wendy Frees 

Pumpkin Hunting With The Crew 

On October 6th, the Crew met up at Lenny Bruno 

Farms in Manorville for a little autumn fun.  After 

being greeted with a bite of some delicious confections, 

we were already lost in the corn maze, which was 

actually pretty hard to get out of!  It felt strange to be 

lost in something as commonplace as corn.  After a 

while though, we found our way.  Those who made it 

out first went back for the others.  It sounds like 

something Jesus would have done! 

Soon afterwards, we were out in the fields…  We were 

all really impressed with both the size and the quality 

of their selection of pumpkins!  It was easy to find some 

good ones.  Some of us even went home with a trunk 

full.    

As you can see from the photos below, Stina got her 

face painted.  Pastor David did, too!  (not pictured)  We 

went for a flatbed tractor ride, and they took us on a 

tour of the farm.  The diversity of produce they had 

growing there was very impressive, and the tour guide 

was very knowledgeable about their crops.   

It was a great day, and we all had a good time! 
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Worshipping At 
Bayport UMC... 

The church celebrated Laity Sunday on October 13th.  On Laity 

Sunday, the leaders of our church ran the service.  The congregation 

heard a skit presented by Judy, Donna, Jann and Vinnie about the 

history of laity.  The presentation was informative, interesting and 

entertaining—from Judy’s and Donna’s explanation, to Jann’s 

questions, to Vinnie’s pretended misunderstanding of what Laity 

Sunday meant.  The part about inclusion did not go unnoticed.  Vinnie, 

we are still looking for those fruity drinks with the small, pink 

umbrellas!!!  - Cathy Demmers 

The Blessing of the Backpacks 

9/15/2019 

The baptism of Emersyn Seckeler 

9/15/2019 

World Communion Sunday 

10/5/2019 

Presentation of 3rd Grade Bibles 

9/15/2019 
Confirmation Sunday, 10/20/2019 All Saints’ Sunday, 11/3/2019 
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Once Upon A  
Trunk Or Treat... 
The Bayport United Methodist Church hosted its 4th annual 

Trunk or Treat on October 20, 2019. There were 13 trunks 

all decorated in different themes from the really creepy IT to 

fall and winter themes, monsters, superheroes and even a 

pirate ship where you could walk the plank! 

Inside the Parish Hall there were spook-tacular treats to 

enjoy and ghoulish games featuring eyeball toss, ghost 

knockdown and spider tic-tac-toe. Once all the votes were 

cast the best trunk was Toy Story by the Florin Family, 2nd 

place The Witch and Sorcerer by the Czeisel Family and 3rd 

place Skeleton Picnic by the Richon Family. All in all, it was 

a frightening good time! 

- Charlotte Green 

I just love opportunities for outreach…  Getting together 

with the people of community is always enjoyable, but 

doing so to celebrate with sweets is always a scream!   

Even the rain couldn’t keep the families away…  It was 

drizzling or lightly raining throughout the two hours, but 

we had more than 100 people visiting from trunk to 

trunk or hanging out in the Parish Hall.  Everyone 

seemed to be having a good time, and the buzz of activity 

was everywhere!   

This year, we tried some new things.  Lawn signs and an 

e-blast from the local elementary school heralded the 

coming festivities.  There were games being run by our 

adult and youth volunteers, and a kid’s Halloween movie 

being shown on the big screen.   

I’m sure there were lots of stories from this year’s “Trunk 

Or Treat,” but one of my favorites is the joy it brought to 

a group of children from a family shelter.  The home’s 

coordinator sent me this note: 

I just wanted to reach out and say thank you so much for all you 
had done for our children this weekend. They came back to our 
shelter filled with love and candy, as well as memories! Thank 
you for being so wonderful! 

We were able to send the kids home not only with treats, 

but with some toiletries and such as well.  It was a beau-

tiful combination of fun and service.   

Thanks for all you do, Church.  It’s so nice to watch God 

partnering with you! 

- Pastor David 

“Mom! Can we do a trunk this year?” my daughter, 

Avery, asked in her best church whisper upon hearing 

Charlotte Green announce the coming of “Trunk or 

Treat” in church months ago. We have come for a few 

years to enjoy the “treat” part of the day, but had never 

participated in the “trunk”. To quiet her and her sister’s 

excitement in the rear of the sanctuary, and because I’d 

been teetering every year on whether or not to 

participate (keeping a toddler occupied in a parking lot 

seemed daunting), I said, “Let’s do it!”  

 

I am so very happy that we did, because it was a 

wonderful afternoon filled with fun, fellowship, 

community outreach, and treats! The rainy forecast 

hadn’t kept the cars from being so creatively decorated or 

the children and their families from coming to enjoy the 

day’s festivities dressed in their Halloween finest. As a 

church member, it gave me an opportunity to participate 

in a wholesome and fun afternoon with my daughters, 

dressed as Elsa and Anna, spreading winter themed 

cheer along with Pastor David’s mother, with whom I 

had the pleasure of meeting for the first time. It was a 

glorious afternoon and we can’t wait for next year! 

 

- Caryn Dileo 
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Dear Pastor Dave and the Bayport Methodist Church Family,  

  My family and I would like to take the time to thank you 

for an amazing time at your annual Trick-Or-Trunk this past 

weekend. Our children Maddie, Brodi and Harper had an amazing 

time and I won’t lie… my husband and I had a great time 

participating with our car as well.  

 Each year for the past few years, my family and I have had 

a great time joining in the fun of the Bayport Methodist Church 

Trick-or-Trunk. As parents of young children, my husband and I 

find comfort in having our children participate in trick or treating 

in a fun safe way, so for us the experience of Trick-or-Trunk is 

perfect. As the years have passed and the children are getting older, 

they look forward to your annual event. Through the years they 

have bonded with the other children among your church family. 

Each year they are welcomed with open arms, smiles and high fives. 

This year was particularly special because our two youngest 

children that attend the Tiny Tots School were able to offer yummy 

treats from our Spooktacular trunk to familiar faces from their 

school. Our oldest daughter, Madison, enjoyed seeing her friends 

from VBS and helping with games in the gym for the other children 

that were enjoying the Spooktacular snacks. Our family is made to 

feel as though we too are a part of the loving Bayport Methodist 

Church family.  

 Thank you so much for helping us create amazing 

memories and keep ties with such great friends. We can not wait for 

the next event at your church. We know events like this take time, 

participation and support and we hope you are all aware of how 

much we appreciate your efforts. Thank you to everyone among 

your church family for the hard work you put in with all your 

events, year after year, so the community can be a part year after 

year…. Your hard work does not go unnoticed or unappreciated.  

     Sincerely,  

       The Biehner Family   

          (Kyle, Brittney, Maddie, Brodi and Harper) 
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Sunday School Is On A Mission! 

Our Sunday School children collected 8 

boxes and 6 bags of toys, books, puzzles 

and coats for the Head Start program 

in Patchogue.  Two children were 

overheard in the hallway, excitedly 

shouting that they didn’t have enough 

room to fit it all into containers!   

In addition to the help that these items 

will provide for families, collections 

such as these are teaching our children 

what it means to 

share the love of 

Christ with 

their neighbors! 

A Study Of “The Universal Christ” 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

A small group from BUMC 

gathered on 5 consecutive 

Wednesday nights with 7-9 

churches of varying 

denominations to explore Fr. 

Richard Rohr’s book, The 

Universal Christ with Dr. 

Will Donovan. To paraphrase 

one of this book’s reviewers, 

Ellen Haroutunian:  "To 

follow Jesus then, he teaches, 

is to soften our hearts 

towards all suffering, to help 

us see where we ourselves 

have been ‘bitten’ by hatred 

and violence, and to know 

that God’s heart has always been softened towards us.  It is 

to trust that this life, this Earth, this Creation matters. 

Matter, matters. It is to move away from climbing over 

each other to escape like crabs in a bucket, and to embrace 

the preciousness of this Earth and one another, as we 

cooperate with God in our renewal and re-creation. That 

will require a lot of dying on the part of each of us. 

Thankfully, Christ has a way of bringing dead things back 

to life. 

 

There is a lot to digest in this book and a little article such 

as this one can catch only snippets. What is it all about? 

Simply put, Christ is in all things. He is everywhere and in 

everything. God fills us with the warmth of His presence. 

He is in our DNA! We are filled with the power of His 

resurrection which ignites transformation.  

 

My take away is that I need to be present in my life in 

Christ so that I may embody His love, creating space for 

transformation; a change in attitude and tone.  In keeping 

a mindfulness of how I interact with nature or treat people 

around me, more opportunities will present themselves so 

that I will be able to put into action what I believe, in a 

compassionate fashion. 

 

As we trust and love one another, we will see the face of 

God and the glory we are being called to. We are to act 

beyond our own interests and be visibly compassionate 

toward others. Be willing to suffer with others as they face 

challenges. We are not to trust our own power but be 

willing to be powerless, in our own weakness and fragility, 

we can relate to others and sow seeds of the resurrected 

life. Ignite a blaze. Let us be known by our love. 

 

Faithfully Submitted With Great Love For You All, 

Cyndy Rocco 

Thanksgiving Outreach 

This year our outreach helped 15 

families, as they shopped for 

themselves or had groceries dropped 

off at their homes.  Our team of Christ

-filled volunteers grew this year, and 

the youth class offered some 

community service by assisting with 

setup.  Many thanks to all who made 

donations.  To God be the glory! 



Bags Of Hope - providing needs and 

support for victims.  Paper towels are 

being collected in the hallway near the 

kitchen.   

Sunday School Missions - collecting 

recyclables to support the a variety of 

missions throughout the year. 

The Barn - Our very own Thrift Shop 

provides gently-used clothes and other 

items at very low prices Thursdays & 

Fridays from 10am-2pm.   

UMCOR - The United Methodist 

Committee On Relief provides disaster 

relief efforts all over the world.  You 

can always give to specific disaster 

relief efforts. 

 

Mission Central HUB - Our HUB 

team collects, assembles, verifies and 

ships UMCOR kits throughout the 

year.  Some are retained on site for 

local emergencies, and the rest are sent 

to Mission Central in Mechanicsberg, 

PA. 

Prayer Blankets - Our Sarah Circle 

knits and crochets blankets for those in 

spiritual distress.   

Local Outreach - The Missions 

Committee serves our neighbors 

through the soup kitchen at St. Ann’s 

Episcopal Church in Sayville, through 

our Thanksgiving baskets and Adopt-A-

Family programs, and by providing food 

to those in difficult times. 

 

Part Of Our Apportionment Giving 

Goes To: 

 World Service Fund 

 Ministerial Education Fund 

 Black College Fund 

 Africa University Fund 

 Inter-denominational Cooperation 

Fund 

 Camping & Retreat Ministries 

 Justice For Our Neighbors (JFON) 

 Training/Equipping local churches  

Other Ongoing Missions Projects At BUMC: 
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Trustee Work Day 

On a lovely Saturday in October, a group of church members 

gathered for the fall yard clean up. 

 

Hedges were trimmed, leaves were raked, and sticks were picked 

up by a very energetic group of boys. The rest of the group 

focused on the garden behind the parsonage. The goal was to 

decrease this massive space in half. Weeding, digging up Hosta’s, 

raking and planting grass seed took the morning to complete. 

 

There is such satisfaction in yard work (maybe it’s the instant 

gratification), but it is more likely that being outside on a 

beautiful day enjoying the feel of dirt in your hands. Not only are 

we contributing to the beauty of the church grounds when we 

give of our time, but we build relationships with some whom we 

don’t know well and others who are dear friends. Thank you to all 

those who participated and especially to Judy Sauce who does the 

Lion’s share of the work all year round.  

Youth Alive! 
Youth from around our district - including four youth from 

our own church - met at Hicksville UMC for Youth Alive!.  

The annual event consisted this year of lots of games, 

worship with the local United Methodist band Redeemed, 

pizza, ice cream and lots of candy.   
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The Church Parlor Gets A New Look 

It has been a long time since the Church Parlor got an 

overhaul.  The paneling was dated, and the carpet had 

been showing the signs of how well it has been used over 

the years.  It was time for a change! 

That’s where Frank Bollerman came in…  Frank is a 

member of BSA Troop 130—the scout troop that our church 

proudly sponsors.  After consulting with our trustees, we 

realized that a coat of paint and some hardwood floors 

could do wonders for the space.  Frank bravely undertook 

this monumental task as his Eagle Scout project!   

The Troop held a car wash on September 1st, enabling 

Frank to raise most of the funding for the project himself.  

Some charitable donations from local business, 

congregation members, and the trustees made up the rest 

of the balance required.   

Frank consulted with a number of adults on this project, 

including his uncle, who helped him install the flooring 

tiles.  However, the bulk of the work was still done by his 

team of lay volunteers.   

I’m sure I speak for all of us in saying the Parlor looks 

great, and we are truly grateful for Frank’s labors.  Stop by 

the Parlor and check it out! 

BEFORE AFTER 

YAM Mission Report 

Our son Jordan has undertaken two mission trip over the 

past few years.  We have been very proud of the eagerness 

with which he has approached these missions, and we now 

these experiences have enriched his life so far.  Jordan has 

seen firsthand how people who have little or no material 

things in their possession view life in a way we here in 

America can not.  He shared with us how family is very 

important to the cultures he experienced in both Haiti and 

Ecuador.  Faith is important in both cultures.  Despite their 

lack of exposure to modern amenities and technologies we 

take for granted, the people of Haiti and Ecuador value their 

relationships with God and the fellowship of those in the 

communities they belong to.  Jordan and his team on each 

trip were warmly welcomed in by their hosts, food was 

prepared and modest accommodations were provided.  As 

parents, we certainly had our concerns, but once Jordan 

returned from his first trip we were very pleased with his 

positive experience.  Going in to his second trip, we were 

much more at ease , and we had the knowledge that he was 

with competent leadership. 

 

We found it very rewarding for Jordan that by the age of 16 

he had the opportunity to visit two countries most people do 

not go to.  It was important to us that Jordan understand the 

notion of helping those that we can, and learning these 

cultures that many of us do not understand.  We both 

learned from  Jordan’s experiences through his stories, 

recollections and photographs.  We are sure that the people 

of Haiti and Ecuador that Jordan came in contact with were 

introduced to Jordan’s warm personality and pleasant 

demeanor.  We look forward to any future Mission that 

Jordan wishes to go on, and would encourage other parents 

to support their son or daughter should they decide to 

participate in similar missions. 

 

Tim and Leslie 

Butler 
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Rocking Out Like A Christian 

A crowd began to gather in our Parish Hall on October 

12th, and in the end, about fifty people came together to 

worship Christ! 

The evening started with a 

prayer and introduction by 

Pastor David, who was just 

thrilled to be hosting such a 

profound event.  He introduced 

singer Maurice Mataban and 

guitarist Randy Hitz of Rust 

Iron Green.  The band is local, 

and provided an amazing 

opening act to the night.  

Maurice’s powerful voice 

inspired our hearts to worship, 

and you can watch the videos 

on Rust Iron Green’s Facebook 

page again and again.   

As Pastor David come up to thank Rust Iron Green, the fog 

literally began to roll in…   

Soon, Tom Golly and the 

band appeared on stage 

with an exciting original 

song!  Oddly, about 45 

seconds int o the 

performance, the power 

went out.  A piece of stage 

equipment was later 

determined to be the 

problem.  In the meantime, however, the congregation 

started to sing in the dark to the Holy Spirit, and soon the 

power returned!   

The rest of the evening went fairly smoothly, and Tom 

Golly and the guys were in top-notch form.   

“We’d brought Tom Golly up from Nashville last year for 

Youth Alive,” Pastor David told us.  “But this year, they 

were in a different frame of mind.  They were more relaxed, 

deeper, and more in 

tune with the Spirit’s 

promptings.  They were 

having more fun in 

their worship.”  Tom’s 

Facebook page spoke 

about his journey of 

losing weight this year, 

to empower his ability 

to minister on stage.  

The energy was clearly palpable as they moved from song 

to song.  At one point, the guitarist and bass guitarist 

hopped off stage and spun on the floor!   

Whatever the reasons, Tom brought us a stellar Christian 

Rock worship experience this year.   His heartfelt 

testimonial to standing by his mother’s illness inspired his 

new song—and the 

theme for the tour—

”Keep Fighting”.   

We were truly inspired 

to do just that…  One 

young man approached 

Pastor David after the 

concert to let him know 

that another young man 

there that night had 

planned to spend all his money on marijuana that night.  

“But,” he said, “this 

guy was set free from 

weed addiction 

tonight.  He’s 

spending his money 

behind you at the 

Christian 

merchandise table 

instead.”   

Pastor David 

encouraged the crowd 

to give to those like 

Tom Golly and 

Maurice Mataban—

who encourage us in 

Christ.  We all need 

some encouragement 

to “keep fighting,” and 

through experiences 

like this one, we can 

do just that! 



The purpose of the Bayport United 

Methodist Church is to glorify and 

worship God and His son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior. Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, our col-

lective mission is to share the Word of 

God with others, and to serve the Lord 

by showing loving care, concern and 

support for all in need. We are to be 

in Christian fellowship with one an-

other and to celebrate our Christian 

blessings as a church family and with 

all the world.  

482 Middle Road 
Bayport, NY 11705 

Bayport  
United Methodist Church 

 Tiny Tots Preschool 

 Alcoholics Anonymous—

Beginners, Young, Step Groups 

 Al Anon 

 Overeaters Anonymous 

 Bayport Civic Association 

 Bayport Heritage Association 

 Happy Feet (soccer program) 

 Various Cub Scout & Boy Scout 

Packs/Troops 

 Various Daisy, Brownie & Girl 

Scout Troops 

Phone: 631-472-0770 
Fax: 631-472-0509 
Email: secretary@bayportumc.org  
Website:  www.bayportumc.org 

We also host, promote, & support 

local constituent groups whose 

values are in alignment with those 

of the UMC.  Those groups 

include...  

Our Extended Community:  Non-Church Groups At Bayport UMC 

Did you know you can watch your favorite sermons 

online? 

www.bayportumc.org/sermons 


