
D 
ear Sisters  

and Brothers, 

 

Where has the summer 

gone?  It feels like it barely 

started two weeks ago!  But, 

though it pains me to look at 

the calendar, I see that it’s 

September.  There is a 

season for all things, 

(Ecclesiastes 3:1) so I can be 

sure that it’s time to “turn, 

turn, turn” the page.  (Pete 

Seeger)    

But before I do, let’s look 

backwards for a moment and 

give our Savior some 

praise…   

The first stop on our little 

“glory train” is Vacation 

Bible School.  There can be 

no doubt that this was the 

biggest VBS we’ve had in 

recent years, and perhaps 

even our biggest ever!  But 

despite the challenges of 

getting bigger, I’d also 

submit to you that it was the 

smoothest run.  Donna Pace 

and her team are to be 

commended for their efforts 

in bringing the joy of Christ 

to the children.  For some of 

these children, this is the 

only “religion” they get all 

year.  Certainly, it’s one of 

the best experiences they 

have all year, and if you 

don’t believe me, then just 

take a glance at the 

testimonials on page 3.   

It’s hard to estimate what all 

this means to a child, but I 

know how much it means to 

me when my little cousin 

came running up to me with a 

hug the second day and said, 

“This is the best thing ever!  

Thank you for doing this!”  It 

was her first VBS experience, 

and I’m sure it won’t be her 

last.  The seeds we plant 

today keep growing under the 

Spirit’s care all year.  Besides, 

some of these children may 

even continue their learning 

through our Sunday School. 

However, the kids weren’t the 

only ones having fun this 

summer!  I can still hear 

Donna Pace’s fake Brooklyn 

accent, and Mark Seal’s 

rendition from the Little Shop 

of Horrors at the Brookhaven 

Choral Festival.  Together 

with Judy Sause, Martha 

Campanile and others we 

know well, it was hard to 

contain that much fun under 

one roof!   

As they do every season, our 

BUMC Souls co-ed softball 

team represented us well.  I’m 

proud to say that they were 

even the champions of the 

league this year!  But, in 

truth, the real prize is the 

Christian fellowship they 

share all season long.   
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Fruits Of The Spirit 

I spent a lot of time outdoors 

this summer, but some of my 

favorite moments were sitting 

in church members’ 

backyards, conversing with 

friends or playing games with 

the kids.  (Ethan wrecked me 

in a game of “Knockout” with 

his basketball skills!)  As busy 

as our lives are, it’s nice to 

just sit and talk with people 

for a while in a relaxed 

atmosphere.   

There were so many beautiful 

moments for me this summer.  

Plus, I got to live vicariously 

through your Flat Jesus 

pictures!  It occurs to me that, 

if I weren't living with Christ 

in my life, I probably wouldn’t 

have been a part of any of 

these things.  The harvest of 

spiritual fruits is rich, my 

friends!   

As we start the program year 

again, and folks head back to 

school, I pray that you won’t 

miss a moment that God is 

offering you.  Be forever 

aware of the present of God 

around you, and take time to 

find moments like the one 

here  ——————————> 

 

Your Brother In Christ, 

Pastor David Czeisel 
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Training Disciples 
     We are committed to encour-

aging Christians to be better 

disciples of Jesus.  That’s why 

we are constantly offering stud-

ies and training to help you 

practice better discipleship in 

your daily lives.   

     Here are just a few ongoing 

educational opportunities you 

might consider: 

 Sunday School 

3 years old - 12th graders 

Every Sunday 

9:45am 

Contact Celeste Tveter 

 

 Confirmation Class 

Generally 7th & 8th graders 

Day t.b.d.  

7pm - 8:30pm 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 The Crew  

7th - 12th graders 

Events throughout the year 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 Women’s Bible Study 

Adults—Women 

Contact Cyndy Rocco 

 

 Women’s Bible Study 

(monthly) 

Adults—Women 

1x/month on a Friday night 

Contact Celeste Tveter 

 

 Men’s Bible Study 

Adults—Men 

Every Thursday 

7pm-8:30pm 

Summer BBQ Series 

Our Summer BBQ Series was a hit 

once again this summer!   

The pastor’s family started things off 

on July 12th this year, with a barbecue 

on the front lawn of the parsonage.  

Each person brought enough to grill for 

their family and a side dish to share 

with everyone.  We all had plenty to 

eat, and it was fun to just hang out, 

play horseshoes, and chat.  Everyone in 

the congregation were invited to attend 

or not as their schedule allowed.   

The trend continued as others opened 

their homes:  Barbara Biehner, Vinnie 

& Kathy Rosa, Howie & Judy Sause, 

and Cyndy Florin all were kind enough 

to host whoever showed up.   

It was clear that each location had it’s 

own style and personality.  Barbara let 

the kids swim in the pool, and folks 

kept talking about the pepperoni 

bambinos that someone brought from a 

local pizza place.  The Rosas had a 

beautiful deck and a zero-gravity chair, 

and we got to catch up with their son 

and daughter-in-law, who are now 

expecting.   At the Sause’s residence, 

we camped out on their deck, while 

enjoying the gorgeous landscaping and 

engaging in deep conversations.   

Later that week, we were at the 

Florin’s.  The sounds of the children all 

playing in the yard and the smells of 

smores and the campfire were a perfect 

ending to the fun we’d had all summer 

long.   

Many thanks to those who opened their 

homes to the church this summer.  We 

really enjoyed the time to relax, eat 

and fellowship!  Every home had such 

charm, and it delighted us all.  I know 

that I feel a bit closer to everyone than 

I did over the summer, and I hope that 

you do, too! 

Warm Regards, 

David Czeisel 
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Vacation Bible School A Roaring Success! 
This year’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) was our best year yet!  We had 

105 registered and just under a hundred students participating.   

As one participant said, “Best VBS week ever!”  Our staff were 

peppered with compliments again and again from children and 

parents.  They had such a good time making friends, playing games, 

eating snacks, crafting, and learning Bible stories.   

<continued next page> 

Testimonies From The VBS 

Children & Their Families 

I really enjoyed helping out in this camp.  I 

loved helping out with the kids.  The songs and 

crafts were so fun.  - Morgan  

 

My daughter Penelope had so much fun!  She’s 

already asking to come again next summer.  My 

younger daughter will be four next summer, so 

she’s looking forward to coming next summer.  

Great job!  - Catherine  

 

We love VBS!!! . . . Thank you so much for all 

the work that goes into this program!  - 

Georgette  

 

Amazing week as always.  Lily loved attending 

& Maddie loved helping.  Thank you all so much!  

- Jen  

 

We love this program.  Charlee looks forward to 

it every summer.  She is so excited to learn new 

things about God and loves singing all the new 

songs.  This is Charlee’s third year.  We still 

listen to her first CD in the car.  This is such a 

g r e a t  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  h e r .   

- Shannon & Mike  

 

You were fantastic.  Thank you, thank you, 

thank you!  Graham loved it.  - Kathie  

 

I want to say thank you for having Morgan.  

She has come home with a smile on her face 

everyday…  She talks to me about her morning 

with the kids, the activities, the other 

volunteers, all positive.  I’m so grateful…  It’s 

just been incredible!  . . . Thank you again for all 

you do.  - Tricia  

 

I just want to tell you how much my 4 year old 

son, Kyle, had with you guys for the week.  He 

was excited each day to go back and is sad it’s 

over.  I love what you did on the last day, with 

the kids singing.  I loved watching!  Thank you 

for making his first camp experience a great 

one!  It’s something I will definitely do next 

year!   - Ali 



Bags Of Hope - providing needs and 

support for victims.  Paper towels are 

being collected in the hallway near the 

kitchen.   

Sunday School Missions - collecting 

recyclables to support the a variety of 

missions throughout the year. 

The Barn - Our very own Thrift Shop 

provides gently-used clothes and other 

items at very low prices Thursdays & 

Fridays from 10am-2pm.   

UMCOR - The United Methodist 

Committee On Relief provides disaster 

relief efforts all over the world.  You 

can always give to specific disaster 

relief efforts. 

 

Mission Central HUB - Our HUB 

team collects, assembles, verifies and 

ships UMCOR kits throughout the 

year.  Some are retained on site for 

local emergencies, and the rest are sent 

to Mission Central in Mechanicsberg, 

PA. 

Prayer Blankets - Our Sarah Circle 

knits and crochets blankets for those in 

spiritual distress.   

Local Outreach - The Missions 

Committee serves our neighbors 

through the soup kitchen at St. Anne’s 

Episcopal Church in Sayville, through 

our Thanksgiving baskets and Adopt-A-

Family programs, and by providing food 

to those in difficult times. 

Part Of Our Apportionment Giving 

Goes To: 

 World Service Fund 

 Ministerial Education Fund 

 Black College Fund 

 Africa University Fund 

 Inter-denominational Cooperation 

Fund 

 Camping & Retreat Ministries 

 Justice For Our Neighbors (JFON) 

 Training/Equipping local churches  

Other Ongoing Missions Projects At BUMC: 
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Vacation Bible School Continued... 

One of the 

highlights of VBS 

this year was our 

mission project—

supporting Bayport 

UMC’s “Fill A Sack 

& Bring It Back” 

campaign.   

The campaign 

supports local food 

pantries with non-

perishable items.   

Thanks to the 

generosity of our 

VBS families, 35 

paper bags (see 

picture) were 

collected and passed 

along to those in 

need.  Thank you for 

all your support! 
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BUMC Souls Shine Brightly This Summer 

The Bayport UMC Souls softball team won the Suffolk Christian League's 

Division C championship with a victory of 25-24 over the Dix Hills Servants 

on August 6th.  We’re so proud of our team this year.  They truly shone with 

the light of Christ in the way they played.  They’re a humble bunch, but they 

achieved great things this season! 

Girl Scouts Light The Way 

The Girl Scouts of Troop 3768 earned their Bronze Award this 

spring.  On June 30th, they installed solar lamp posts around our 

church walkways.   

The lights were much needed.  Many of our church members and 

guests had noted how dark the paths around the church were at 

night.  The solar lights are an environmentally-friendly solution.   

Getting there required took some doing.  The Sunday School held 

a bake sale to raise funds for the project.   

The Girl Scouts worked with our trustees on the placement of the 

lights, but the girls themselves did the work of installing them.  

They did an impressive job of putting the lamp posts together, 

digging the holes, and laying concrete around the posts.   

Every nighttime 

visitor to our 

church is sure to 

thank the girls 

for their efforts, 

and their beauty 

is a blessing to 

passersby as 

well! 

The Brookhaven Choral Festival Fills Our Ears With Music 

The Brookhaven Choral Festival spent a 

week at the church preparing for their 

concert on August 4th.  The church was 

packed as each of three conductors took 

steered the choir.   

Our own Judy Sause, Donna Pace and 

Mark Seal sang beautifully.  Donna’s 

gaudy Brooklyn accent made everyone 

laugh hard, and Mark took us to the 

“Little Shop Of Horrors”.   

What a joyful night it was! 
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Do You Miss Flat Jesus? 

We had such a wonderful time with Flat Jesus 

again this summer—taking pictures of him 

wherever we went and sharing them with the 

congregation.  If you haven’t gotten your fill of 

Flat Jesus just yet, we’ve posted a highlights 

reel of Flat Jesus pictures on our Facebook 

page!   

www.facebook.com/BayportUMC 

(You do not need a Facebook account to view this) 

Church Leaders Reach For The 
Summit 
As in year’s past, clergy and laity from around our district 

gathered with our Sisters and Brothers from other churches 

at the Global Leadership Summit (GLS).  The GLS 

assembles some of the finest speakers on leadership from 

church, business, entertainment, non-profit, political, and 

other spheres of life.  Many speakers are popular authors, 

consultants, or TED talk presenters.  From our church, 

Pastor David, Margaret King, Iain Mawhinney, and Larry 

Spencer went to learn how to enhance their leadership.  

Leadership is something that we all need to get better at.  In 

Summit “champion,” Craig Groeshel’s estimation:  “We as 

leaders.  Make.  Things.  Better!”  Indeed one of the GLS’ 

mantras is that “everyone has influence.”  How are you using 

yours? 

There were a lot of takeaways.  Groeschel talked about the 

difficulties of trying to get things perfect, when it’s more 

important to get it done.  Paula Faris shared how using a 

project’s constraints can actually be good stewardship, so 

look for things at hand that multiply our impact.  Bozoma 

Saint John (Endeavor) spoke on the toxic challenges of racial 

and sexual tension in the workplace as an obstacle to being 

your “most brilliant self.”  Jason Dorsey was a comedic 

genius in explaining the quirks of various generations and 

how we can minister to them.  DeVon Franklin helped us 

struggle with our difference, because “Your difference looks 

good on you!”  Patrick Lenioni, a popular speaker at the 

Summit, shared this year from his new book on why many 

Hurricane Dorian Relief Efforts Underway 

The category 5 hurricane known as 

Dorian crept into the Bahamas on 

September 4th.  As of the time of this 

writing, the death toll there is already 

up to 50 people, and many more are 

anticipated.  In addition, damage was 

done in the southeastern U.S. coastline, 

as the storm moved up the coast and 

plowed into the Carolinas.   

Our United Methodist Committee On 

Relief (UMCOR) has been in touch with 

our partners in Florida, Georgia, South 

Did You Know? 

Our Thrift Shop (a.k.a. “The Barn”) gives to 

charity all the time.  Even if they can’t sell the 

donated items, they still go to good causes!   

For example, in just the month of June, The 

Barn donated: 

2 wedding gowns 

1 baby cradle 

15 bags of clothing to 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 

10 bags of worn clothing 

to Lighthouse Mission 

Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia and 

the Bahamas.   Bishop Tom Bickerton, 

who is bishop of the New York annual 

conference, is also the episcopal head of 

UMCOR, and has let us know that Early 

Response Teams (ERTs) will be sent 

when doing so would not put further 

burden on those areas. 

For our part, Bayport UMC has sent in a 

total of $831 so far, which included over 

two hundred dollars from the Bayport 

Fire Department. 

Want to know where UMCOR is 

working to alleviate suffering?   

Check out the map at: 

https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/

serve/us-disaster-response  

leaders are there for the 

wrong reasons.  Top it off 

with a performance by 

Rascal Flatts and that was 

just Day 1!   

Thankfully, all of these great 

speakers are available to our 

church members this year.  

Due to a generous donation, 

we were able to purchase 

these videos to show to 

interested congregants.  If 

you’d like to see them, please 

speak with Pastor David. 

Next year’s Global 

Leadership Summit is 

August 6&7—so mark your 

calendars now! 

https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/us-disaster-response
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/us-disaster-response


The purpose of the Bayport United 

Methodist Church is to glorify and 

worship God and His son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior. Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, our col-

lective mission is to share the Word of 

God with others, and to serve the Lord 

by showing loving care, concern and 

support for all in need. We are to be 

in Christian fellowship with one an-

other and to celebrate our Christian 

blessings as a church family and with 

all the world.  

482 Middle Road 
Bayport, NY 11705 

Bayport  
United Methodist Church 

 Tiny Tots Preschool 

 Alcoholics Anonymous—

Beginners, Young, Step Groups 

 Al Anon 

 Overeaters Anonymous 

 Bayport Civic Association 

 Bayport Heritage Association 

 Happy Feet (soccer program) 

 Various Cub Scout & Boy Scout 

Packs/Troops 

 Various Daisy, Brownie & Girl 

Scout Troops 

Phone: 631-472-0770 
Fax: 631-472-0509 
Email: secretary@bayportumc.org  
Website:  www.bayportumc.org 

We also host, promote, & support 

local constituent groups whose 

values are in alignment with those 

of the UMC.  Those groups 

include...  

Our Extended Community:  Non-Church Groups At Bayport UMC 

Did you know you can watch your favorite sermons 

online? 

www.bayportumc.org/sermons 


