
D 
ear Sisters  

and Brothers, 

Every time I sit 

down to write one of these, I 

always marvel at how busy 

our church has been.  Can 

you imagine?  Even if you 

don’t read all the articles (or 

even the rest of this one), 

you have to admit that the 

pictures tell a story of a 

church that is reaching out 

and building relationships 

and honoring Christ as we 

do so. 

Ministry is exciting—it 

imagines new possibilities 

and invites us to create holy 

moments in which people 

notice our transcendent-yet-

immanent God.   

Some of those moments come 

with flashy “pomp and 

circumstance.”  They come 

crashing into us like driving 

rain on at an Easter Sunrise 

Service.  (Yes, that happened 

this year.)  I mean, 

witnessing 182 of my fellow 

United Methodists getting 

together to raise funds for 

various mission projects in 

May was really inspiring.  

Bayport UMC was well-

represented that day, and I 

felt so good seeing different 

parts of my church family 

meeting up for such good 

causes.  Concerts, youth 

group events, and big 

programs all bring a smile to 

my face, because they remind 

me that, when the family of 

Christ comes together, 

incredible miracles can take 

place!  My soul gets a solid 

dose of the Holy Spirit’s Joy to 

experience God this way, and 

I honestly don’t know why 

people don’t line the streets to 

file into events like these...   

But there are other, less 

professional moments that 

touch our souls.  Just think 

about how you feel every time 

Debbie Harlin and Margaret 

King get up with a new t-shirt 

to promote the next program; 

when Don Kolacki pulls 

something out of a bag during 

a Moment For All Ages; when 

Vinny Rosa brings a little 

“Brooklyn” to our worship; or, 

when the children wave their 

palm branches on Palm 

Sunday with such 

enthusiasm.  I like a church 

that is comfortable enough 

with one another that it still 

knows how to laugh!   

Truthfully, it is really possible 

to be the church of Jesus if we 

can’t be comfortable being 

ourselves?  There are more 

important things than 

appearances and what people 

think of us.  Things like: 

Honesty.  Integrity.  

Authenticity.  The real you. 

From The Pastor’s Desk 
“ But the time is coming—and is here!—when true worshippers will worship in 
spirit and truth. The Father looks for those who worship him this way.  God is 
spirit, and it is necessary to worship God in spirit and truth.” - John 4:23-24 
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Fruits Of The Spirit 

And that’s something that I 

admire about our church 

when it’s at its finest:  You are 

free to laugh, clap, think or be 

silent as much as you like.  

Lift up your voice during the 

Community Prayer—or say a 

prayer silently and know that 

we’re praying with you, too.  

Share your burdens with 

someone else or just know 

that they’re there for you.   

We’re in this together. 

We’re capable of having the 

hard conversations and doing 

that with grace.  Unlike the 

way we see it done elsewhere 

in this world, we can still love 

one another if we disagree.  

We can still agree about how 

much we love Christ, and how 

dearly we care about all of 

God’s people.  There’s more to 

being the body of Christ than 

being right.  Jesus told us 

that the world would know us 

by the way we love one 

another, NOT (as some would 

say) by whether our doctrines 

are spot on.   

Even though I’m not perfect, 

it’s nice to be invited to the 

Table and considered an ally 

in Christ’s work.  If I spend 

my life doing nothing else but 

inviting people to that kind of 

fellowship, well, I’ll still 

consider it a life well-spent. 

Your Brother In Christ, 

Pastor David Czeisel 
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Training Disciples 
     We are committed to encour-

aging Christians to be better 

disciples of Jesus.  That’s why 

we are constantly offering stud-

ies and training to help you 

practice better discipleship in 

your daily lives.   

     Here are just a few ongoing 

educational opportunities you 

might consider: 

 Sunday School 

3 years old - 12th graders 

Every Sunday 

9:45am 

Contact Celeste Tveter 

 

 Confirmation Class 

Generally 7th & 8th graders 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays  

7pm - 8:30pm 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 The Crew  

7th - 12th graders 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays  

7pm - 8pm 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 Women’s Bible Study 

Adults—Women 

Contact Cyndy Rocco 

 

 Women’s Bible Study 

(monthly) 

Adults—Women 

1x/month on a Friday night 

Contact Celeste Tveter 

 

 Men’s Bible Study 

Adults—Men 

Every Thursday 

7pm-8:30pm 

Discerning The Way Forward 

Last year, the Commission On The 

Way Forward met to investigate how 

the United Methodist Church might 

remain together, despite decades of 

division over what the most faithful, 

Christian response is to various forms 

of human sexuality, including gay and 

lesbian lifestyles.   

There was no debate as to whether 

LGBTQIA people should feel welcomed 

in our churches—they should.  Rather, 

the debate centers around whether a 

homosexual lifestyle is consistent with 

God’s will, and thus Christian teaching.  

In practice, this equates to whether our 

UM clergy can practice an LGBTQIA 

lifestyle themselves or officiate same-

sex marriages.   

The Commission On The Way Forward 

advanced three recommendations to 

the denomination’s policy-making 

body—the General Conference—to a 

special session called in February.   

In anticipation of that special session of 

General Conference, Bayport UMC 

began a special process of discernment.  

It seemed clear at the time that a local 

church vote might need to be held on 

this issue, and Pastor David Czeisel 

wanted to be sure that our church had 

explored the issue.  The Church 

Council invited Rev. Lynda Bates-

Stepe to begin 

this process of 

spiritual 

discernment with 

us.  Rev. Lynda 

has a background 

in conflict 

management, 

and attendees 

immediately took 

a liking to her.  

All were invited to participate as we 

began our work. 

Our first session focused on the 

mission, vision, and core values of our 

congregation.  Participants sifted 

through church newsletters and the 

notes of our Prayer Team, who had 

been asking God for guidance through 

lectio divina—or sacred reading of the 

Bible.  Working in groups, we lifted up 

virtues like love, respect, and support 

for one another as primary for our 

congregation.   

In the next session, Rev. Lynda spoke 

with us about “conflict management.”  

Acknowledging that there will be 

struggles, we trusted God that we can 

handle them, leaning on Matthew 6:25-

34 as our example.  Other tools we 

learned to use were appreciative 

inquiry, “be sure you’ve got it,” the 

Talking Tool, the role of the facilitator 

in such a discussion, and how to make 

group covenants to structure our 

conversation.   

For the third through sixth sessions, 

we had planned to begin exploring the 

topic of LGBTQIA ministry itself, using 

a balanced approach that would honor 

both perspectives.  Unfortunately, we 

were unable to find someone qualified 

to present on the viewpoints on a 

Sunday at noontime.  Since we couldn’t 

be fair, our planning team felt we 

should suspend our conversation. 

Instead, with the special session of 

General Conference and a special 

session of Annual Conference freshly in 

the rear view mirror, Pastor David 

shared what decisions were made.  In a 

nutshell, the General Conference 

passed the Traditional Plan, increasing 

the penalties for clergy who perform 

same-sex marriages and bishops who 

ordain practicing homosexuals, and 

forging a process for those churches 

who choose to leave the denomination.  

By contrast, our bishop vowed to 

support the LGBTQIA community 

however he can, and alluded to a split 

in the UMC as inevitable.  Since that 

time, the Judicial Council has ruled 

some of the Traditional Plan 

unconstitutional, but not enough 

to limit its functionality.  Our 

annual conference met in June 

as well, in which the bishop 

made it clear that while “We are 

together until we’re not,” change 

is definitely coming in the UMC. 
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SymphoNYChorus Brings Harmonious Outlook To Bayport 

      

 

 

 

 

On April 6th, 2019 Pastor David Czeisel invited The SymphoNYChorus to do a 

live concert at our church.  

 

     The back room of the church was used as the concert hall.  The band and 

chorus filled the room with the "joyous sound" of praise for our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Singing and music filled the room.  From the first note, the audience could not sit still. 

 

The excitement built as the chorus surrounded the audience and sang their 

hearts out.  The musicians added to the dynamics of each song.  They enhanced 

the singing by not overpowering the vocal performances. 

      

From the audiences' 

perspective, I have not 

experienced such joy from a 

show in a long time!  Every 

member gave a fabulous 

performance. 

      

If you get a chance, don't miss 

The SymphoNYChorus.  It was 

a conglomeration of great musicians and singers.  I was impressed.  The band 

carried tympani drums and even had bassoon players.  These are rare 

instruments in todays praise bands.   

 

Don't miss this show next time!  It is well worth your time to see them 

perform! 

See The SymphoNYChorus!  A splendid time is guaranteed for all! 

By Vincent Rosa 

"True joy emulated from each face as they were praising and glorifying 

our blessed Lord. Their voices, the orchestra, were amazing as well as 

the harmonies in the a cappella songs.  All praise to God for this 

ministry."  

- Claire Burvenich 

Sunday School Religious Easter Baskets for the Light House Mission:   

We donated 42 religious Easter Baskets to Light House Mission this past week (April 14).   

This will certainly help plant the seeds of faith and joy for any child.  Thank you for all the donations! 
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Worshipping At 
Bayport 
UMC... 

Sunrise service at Corey Beach…  It's simply amazing.  

It is so wonderful for people from many different faiths together as one 

and worship God!  Pastor Dave and his team are truly dedicated, I 

don't know many guitarists that would allow their guitar in the rain, 

or their PA system for that matter.  

The messages that Pastor Dave brings forth every year are inspiring 

and spot-on for the time we live in   

Kevin and I go every year to get under that special anointing the God 

gives when his children get together, especially when it's those of all 

faiths.  The corporate anointing of God is a very special one, we all are 

blessed by it, yet it is only manifested as the saints gather 

together.  This corporate anointing is so important for each individual, 

it gives his children great strength.  Many people don't realize even 

what the anointing is, it is the outflow of God pouring down upon 

us  like honey.  It fills our spiritual gaps,  crevices,  heals  our souls 

while blessing us in ways we might not even possibly know of.  

God is love.  The Resurrection Sunday sunrise service truly reflects 

God's love.  We are thankful we live in a community so beautiful to 

celebrate Resurrection Day on the water.  It's amazing it every year 

the way the sun always shines through the clouds as Pastor Dave 

teaches us all of the love of Christ.  

Sincerely, 

Carol A. Seitz-Cusack  
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Lenten Worship 2019 for Fruits of the Spirit 

Beach glass was the symbol and centerpiece of our Lenten worship this year. What begins as something broken and discarded 

becomes something beautiful after it is tossed about by sand and sea. Like beach glass, we are broken and battered as we go 

through life but, when we let God heal and reshape us, we become Holy Vessels, which was the title of the worship series we 

used. It came from the Worship Design Studio of Marcia McFee, a gifted worship consultant and a United Methodist. The series 

encouraged worship participants to move toward healing, offering the gift of life and wholeness not only for themselves but also 

for others; every person should be seen as a Holy Vessel as we come to desire that wholeness for all of creation. 

Diane and Sue Richon offered us the use of their beach glass collection which was displayed in large glass vases in front of the 

altar. At the beginning of each service, worshipers were given a piece of beach glass which was then collected during the Prayer 

of Confession. This symbolized our willingness to bring our brokenness to God and to be open to acts of healing and redemption 

as God reshapes us into Holy Vessels. 

Our Sunday school children and youth were also involved in our Holy Vessels themed Lenten services. Our superintendent, 

Celeste Tveter, helped them create stepping stone mosaics using bits of glass and tile while emphasizing the Lenten theme of 

something beautiful coming out of something broken. The stepping stones, which will placed outside in one of our garden areas, 

were blessed during a worship service, using this prayer written by one of our Sunday school teachers. 

Dear God, 

We ask you to bless these stepping stones and offer them to your glory.   

Bless your children who made them, creating something of beauty from broken pieces, as you create beauty in our bro-

ken world.  

Bless all those who will see them in your garden, gladden their hearts, and let them see in these stones hope of trans-

formation and renewal through you. 

We ask these blessings in the name of Jesus. 

Amen.  
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Mission Central HUB Report: 

24 health kits were 

completed and many 

more started in April 

thanks to your efforts 

and donations.  Some 

of the unverified kits 

will be sent with 

Jordan Butler on his 

mission trip to 

Ecuador this 

summer!  

16 cleaning bucket 

kits were also begun 

in preparation for the 

upcoming hurricane 

season.   

Our Missions Committee collected 187 cans of soup and 

$243 for the Souper Bowl of Caring on February 3rd.    
 

Another $250 was collected that day from chicken dip 

sales and was given to a local family in need.   

Nice work! 

Bayport Fire Department honoring 

their departed with us on  

Memorial Day weekend 

February 27, 2019 

Hi Everyone, 

Thank you so very much for all the cards, prayers, 

texts and phone calls I have received. They really have 

brighten my days. My prayer blanket is so beautiful 

and warm. I appreciate you all and thank you again 

xoxo 

Love, 

Chrissy 

IT MATTERS TO ME... 

On May 27th, Bayport observed another Memorial Day with its 

annual parade.  Each year, the parade marches right in front of our 

church, and down to the Memorial Park.  Our pastor is then invited to 

give the Invocation and Benediction at the following ceremony, which 

honors the sacrifices of those from Bayport who have served our 

country.  Thank God for them! 

Remembering  Those Who Have Served 



Bags Of Hope - providing needs and 

support for victims.  Paper towels are 

being collected in the hallway near the 

kitchen.   

Sunday School Missions - collecting 

recyclables to support the a variety of 

missions throughout the year. 

The Barn - Our very own Thrift Shop 

provides gently-used clothes and other 

items at very low prices Thursdays & 

Fridays from 10am-2pm.   

UMCOR - The United Methodist 

Committee On Relief provides disaster 

relief efforts all over the world.  You 

can always give to specific disaster 

relief efforts. 

 

Mission Central HUB - Our HUB 

team collects, assembles, verifies and 

ships UMCOR kits throughout the 

year.  Some are retained on site for 

local emergencies, and the rest are sent 

to Mission Central in Mechanicsberg, 

PA. 

Prayer Blankets - Our Sarah Circle 

knits and crochets blankets for those in 

spiritual distress.   

Local Outreach - The Missions 

Committee serves our neighbors 

through the soup kitchen at St. Anne’s 

Episcopal Church in Sayville, through 

our Thanksgiving baskets and Adopt-A-

Family programs, and by providing food 

to those in difficult times. 

 

Part Of Our Apportionment Giving 

Goes To: 

 World Service Fund 

 Ministerial Education Fund 

 Black College Fund 

 Africa University Fund 

 Inter-denominational Cooperation 

Fund 

 Camping & Retreat Ministries 

 Justice For Our Neighbors (JFON) 

 Training/Equipping local churches  

Other Ongoing Missions Projects At BUMC: 
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BUMC Youth Group Take Action Against US Leading Cause Of Death 

Heart disease is the leading cause of death for both men and women in the U.S. 

and also the leading cause of death worldwide. More than half of the deaths that 

occur as a result of heart disease are in men.  

The number of annual deaths in the US from heart disease is well over 600,000. 

The BUMC Youth Group has taken a significant step to help improve survival 

rates in our community. 4 members of the BUMC Youth Group obtained their 

certification in CPR and AED use.  These youths, lead by Pastor David, completed the 

online course work on their own time and they successfully preformed CPR and use of 

the AED during a “Hands On” skills session conducted at BUMC.   

This training and certification has greatly improved the safety of the 

congregation here at BUMC. The survival rates from a Cardiac Arrest decreases by 

10% for every minute that the victim of a cardiac arrest is not defibrillated. The 

average EMS response time on Long Island is over 7 minutes, thus giving a victim 

only a 30% chance of survival.  

         The youth group now 

has the skills to use the 

church’s AED located in the 

hallway in a timely manner 

to help save a life if 

necessary.  I want thank all 

the youth who became 

certified, and Pastor 

David for supporting this 

education and training. 
 

         We can all feel a 

little safer knowing 

they have been trained. 
 

By: Daniel R. Haughie  

MSN RN PCCN 



June 23rd had a lot going on in our church!  Our 

Sunday School Superintendent, Celeste Tveter, 

shared some of the great accomplishments of our 

Sunday School this year, including over $500 raised 

recently.  She spoke eloquently about the fine work of 

our teaching staff, who teach our children about the 

Lord.  We are so grateful to Mrs. Tveter and the rest 

of our Sunday School staff for all that they do for our 

children.   
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Walk To Emmaus Community Visits Bayport UMC 

On June 1st, the Emmaus community 

gathered in our Parish Hall—along 

with friends and family who might be 

interested.  It was a joyful assembly.  

Friends both old and new were reunited 

around tables full of food.   

Soon, we came together around the 

altar for worship, led by acoustic 

guitars and lyrics on the projector 

screen.  A married couple relayed to us 

how God had spoken to them so 

powerfully about their upcoming move, 

guiding them every step of the way and 

reminding them that God is in control.   

The Walk To Emmaus is an ecumenical 

Christian community sponsored locally 

the New York Annual Conference of the 

United Methodist Church.  Christians 

from as far away as Connecticut and 

upstate New York and from faith 

traditions beyond the UMC all 

come together through the 

Emmaus community to 

encourage one another in Christ 

Jesus.   

The typical initiation to the Walk 

To Emmaus is a weekend retreat.  

Women attend a weekend in the 

fall and men in the spring.  

During that time, participants 

leave the world behind and just 

focus on their relationship with 

Christ.  Participants are referred 

to as “pilgrims,” symbolizing that 

the Christian life is a journey.  

On that journey, we can 

sometimes grow weary, but in 

Christ we have hope that renews 

our joy!   

If you’d like to learn more about 

the Walk To Emmaus, attend an 

Emmaus Gathering like the one 

held at Bayport UMC or speak 

with a member of the Emmaus 

community.  Many of our 

congregation members have 

attended over the years, 

including Pastor David. 

 

Gratitude and Milestones  

Don Kolacki receives a bottle of 

m&ms in gratitude for his 

children’s sermons. 

Eric Wertz and Julia Lynn 

Kaywood will graduate high 

school this year 
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Escaping Boredom With The Crew this Spring 

There’s always something 

happening with our Crew! 

The youth went bowling in 

March, and let’s just say that we 

didn’t quite play the normal way!  

Our youth invited a few friends 

along., and pretty soon 

we were on a roll…... 

Then, in April, we did 

a first for our Crew—

a visit to an escape room!  In case you’re not familiar, participants enter 

a room and the door is locked behind them!  Our Crew had to figure out 

the clues in order to escape in under an hour.  It was fun to solve 

cryptograms and codes to open each lock.   

Each escape room has a theme.  This one was a Forgotten Temple, and 

part of the goal was to get out before the temple’s “soldiers” caught up.  

Our crew of puzzle solvers (left) managed to crack the code and escape in 

time!   

But our Crew wasn’t done yet!  We wanted to 

finish the year right—with a bit of fun in the sun! 

For our end of the year party, we were joined by 

youth from Bellport UMC and Patchogue UMC at 

Corey Beach in Blue Point.   

The evening kicked off with dinner at the famous 

Flo’s Luncheonette.  We were pleasantly surprised 

by some live reggae music as we enjoyed one 

another’s company. 

It was a windy day, so when we were done with 

our meal, we played lacrosse for just a few 

minutes before setting up the volleyball net in the 

field nearby.  We had a good time, and switched 

between volleyball, wiffleball, badminton, and  

just hanging out.   

While we wish more youth could have joined us, it 

was great hanging out with the youth from our 

neighboring churches.  Have a great summer! 
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On April 13th, Bayport UMC opened its doors to musicians 

from around the district for an afternoon of praising Jesus 

Christ.  Rev. Hal Low organized a fabulous lineup of single 

artists and groups from around the Long Island East Dis-

trict.  District Superintendent Rev. Julia YH Yim offered a 

stirring sermon.  In addition to  the praise music, Dix Hills 

UMC (left) offered their gifts of liturgical sign, and Stina 

Czeisel even gave an impromptu sermon of her own! 

Just before Holy Week, groups of laity and clergy visited 

every church in the district, praying to the Lord for each 

congregation’s needs and for fruitfulness in ministry 

during this holy season. 

Prayer Walk 
LI East District Prayer Walk 
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Over 70 youth from around LI gathered at this year’s District Youth Retreat at Camp 

Quinipet on April 26-28.  In addition to playing games and worshipping with the band, the 

youth participated in workshops on such deep topics as prayer, mental illness, and suicide 

prevention.  This was a special retreat though…  Deacon Glenn Adone shared that he will 

be moving this fall.  We will miss him so much!  Our own Juliana Wright (below) shared a 

thoughtful sermon of her own, testifying how God and her church helped her through. 

YOUTH RETREAT 
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Together, our Bayport UMC team earned $1375 for the  

World Service Fund of our apportionments! 



The purpose of the Bayport United 

Methodist Church is to glorify and 

worship God and His son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior. Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, our col-

lective mission is to share the Word of 

God with others, and to serve the Lord 

by showing loving care, concern and 

support for all in need. We are to be 

in Christian fellowship with one an-

other and to celebrate our Christian 

blessings as a church family and with 

all the world.  

482 Middle Road 
Bayport, NY 11705 

Bayport  
United Methodist Church 

 Tiny Tots Preschool 

 Alcoholics Anonymous—

Beginners, Young, Step Groups 

 Al Anon 

 Overeaters Anonymous 

 Bayport Civic Association 

 Bayport Heritage Association 

 Happy Feet (soccer program) 

 Various Cub Scout & Boy Scout 

Packs/Troops 

 Various Daisy, Brownie & Girl 

Scout Troops 

Phone: 631-472-0770 
Fax: 631-472-0509 
Email: secretary@bayportumc.org  
Website:  www.bayportumc.org 

We also host, promote, & support 

local constituent groups whose 

values are in alignment with those 

of the UMC.  Those groups 

include...  

Our Extended Community:  Non-Church Groups At Bayport UMC 

Did you know you can watch your favorite sermons 

online? 

www.bayportumc.org/sermons 


