
D 
ear Sisters  

and Brothers, 

 

First, I feel that I owe you all 

an apology:  I didn’t have a 

chance to put one of these 

praise reports together in a 

year.  Often, it’s easier to be 

out there living than giving 

God the glory for it!  (Luke 

17:11-19)    

But God has done SO many 

good things that we have to 

be thankful for!  So, in 

addition to the articles on 

the following pages from the 

summer, let me share with 

you some of the grand story 

that has been the last year... 

We gathered and sent 

disaster relief supplies in 

large numbers (47 cleaning 

bucket kits, 360 hygiene kits, 

& 14 pallets full of water 

bottles, etc.).  We sent our 

first youth missionary ever 

when Jordan Butler went to 

Haiti in February!  Through 

our Thanksgiving outreach, 

we aided 12 grateful families 

in need.   

We offered support to our 

neighbors by hosting 

“listening posts” and a 

community prayer service on 

the opioid epidemic, as well as 

a support group for those who 

are grieving with Rev. Penny 

Gadzini.   

Our Sunday School continued 

its fine work of preparing our 

children as disciples of Jesus, 

culminating in 8 confirmands 

affirming their faith last 

October 29th.  We offered 2 

women’s Bible/book study 

groups, started a joint men’s 

study group with Sayville 

UMC, and offered short-term 

book studies on Philip 

Yancey’s Prayer and Brian 

McLaren’s The Great Spiritual 

Pilgrimage.  I’m so grateful 

that so many of you 

are actively 

engaging your faith 

in conversation 

with others and in 

studying the 

Scriptures! 

We proudly 

welcomed four new 

church members:  

Danielle & Jesse 
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SanGiovanni and Ken & 

Kathie Noble.  Even better, we 

baptized four young children, 

witnessing their Christian 

journey begin as members 

together with us in the Body of 

Christ. 

Our UM churches are weaving 

our ministries together well 

now, too.  Our youth group and 

Sayville UMC’s had an 

awesome night playing 

volleyball, and the adults 

enjoyed two “Lenten 

Connection” nights where we 

held a potluck supper and 

worship together.  We started 

off Lent with a joint Ash 

Wednesday service with 

representatives from Bayport, 

Patchogue, and Bellport that 

included an interview-style 

clergy discussion.  Since our 

members come from all these 

same areas, it makes so much 

sense to do things together! 

For outreach, we held another 

fabulous Trunk or Treat, 

hosted several spirit-filled 

concerts, our Women’s Day, 

and more. 

It has been a busy year, but 

Christ has made us witnesses 

to wonderful things! 

Your Brother In Christ, 

Pastor David Czeisel 

Jordan Butler Visits Haiti 
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Training Disciples 
     We are committed to encour-

aging Christians to be better 

disciples of Jesus.  That’s why 

we are constantly offering stud-

ies and training to help you 

practice better discipleship in 

your daily lives.   

     Here are just a few ongoing 

educational opportunities you 

might consider: 

 Sunday School 

3 years old - 12th graders 

Every Sunday 

9:45am 

Contact Celeste Tveter 

 

 Confirmation Class 

Generally 7th & 8th graders 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays  

7pm - 8:30pm 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 The Crew  

7th - 12th graders 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays  

7pm - 8pm 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 Women’s Bible Study 

Adults—Women 

Every Sunday 

8am - 9:30am 

Contact Cyndy Rocco 

 

 Women’s Bible Study 

(monthly) 

Adults—Women 

1x/month on a Friday night 

Contact Celeste Tveter 

 

 Men’s Bible Study 

Adults—Men 

Every Thursday 

7pm-8:30pm 

 

Gracious Vine Concert Flat Jesus Travels The World 

This summer, we invited you to take some pictures...   

Our “Flat Jesus” campaign was an instant hit from the first week of 

the campaign in July.  A former member who attended a wedding at 

our church took a few photographs of Flat Jesus attending the 

rehearsal dinner, and then took several more when she returned 

home to South Carolina.   

The pictures just kept rolling in from that point…  

Pastor David received about 30 pictures a week 

through Labor Day.  There were pictures from all 

over the United States, revealing the diversity of 

our church’s travels throughout the summer. Flat 

Jesus traveled by boat, plane, car, hikers and 

swimmers to some fascinating places!   

But, all in all, the majority of the pictures we received were from near 

home.  He attended concerts, journeyed through parks, traversed bridges, 

and ate—a LOT!  It just serves to remind us that the real Jesus goes with us in all our 

travels, but Jesus Christ is in our homes, walking our streets, and enjoying life with us—

moment by moment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can view all of our Flat Jesus videos on our Facebook page (even if you don’t have an 

account):  www.facebook.com/BayportUMC. 

Watch for the 

Summer 2018 

video after 9/16!  

http://www.facebook.com/bayportumc
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On July 9-13, Donna Pace and her staff of church volunteers 

welcomed a record 92 children for Vacation Bible School.  The 

theme for this year was “Shipwrecked,” reminding us all that 

whenever we feel stranded, Jesus seeks us out and saves us!   

Welcoming so many children brought some new challenges, 

but the proof was in the results:   

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School Gets Shipwrecked! 

Dear Pastor Dave and everyone at the 
Bayport Methodist Church, 

Thank you for such a great week @ VBS.  
Each year I look forward to seeing all the 
staff and my friends.  I especially love 
listening to my CD and singing with my 
family in the car!  Can't wait for next year! 

Love Always, 
Madison Biehner 

On Sunday afternoon, I went to King 
Kullen in Blue Point.  In front of the store 
was a table and a sign for a food drive to 
benefit the Lighthouse Mission.   

It was the idea of and being hosted by 
kids from our VBS program this year!   

I recognized two of the girls and stopped 
to speak with one of the moms and she 
said, “This is because of you (BUMC).  
This is what they’ve learned and wanted 
to help people in need.”   

It was all I could do to keep from crying—
I was very moved by this and gratified to 
know that we have played a small part in 
helping to spread God’s love throughout 
our community. 

Let’s keep these kids in mind as future 
Missions Committee members & leaders! 

Peace, 
Donna Pace 
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In an effort to foster fellowship among our 

church members, Pastor David asked for church 

members to open their backyards to the 

congregation.  The result was three backyard 

barbecues that fostered wonderful fellowship 

among those who attended.   

It was a busy summer, but those who attended 

any of these BBQs really seemed to have had a 

great time!  We hope this is a new Bayport UMC 

tradition that you’ll join us for next year! 

Guess Who’s Coming To Dinner! 

Congratulations To The Newlyweds!   
The summer months saw the union of these two beautiful couples.   

We pray they’ll have many years of marital bliss together, and that their marriages would glorify God!   

Carol Valkavich & Michael Maffei 

Erin Volpini & Zachary Moore 



Bags Of Hope - providing needs and 

support for victims.  Paper towels are 

being collected in the hallway near the 

kitchen.   

Sunday School Missions - collecting 

recyclables to support the a variety of 

missions throughout the year. 

The Barn - Our very own Thrift Shop 

provides gently-used clothes and other 

items at very low prices Thursdays & 

Fridays from 10am-2pm.   

UMCOR - The United Methodist 

Committee On Relief provides disaster 

relief efforts all over the world.  You 

can always give to specific disaster 

relief efforts. 

Mission Central HUB - Our HUB 

team collects, assembles, verifies and 

ships UMCOR kits throughout the 

year.  Some are retained on site for 

local emergencies, and the rest are sent 

to Mission Central in Mechanicsberg, 

PA. 

Prayer Blankets - Our Sarah Circle 

knits and crochets blankets for those in 

spiritual distress.   

Local Outreach - The Missions 

Committee serves our neighbors 

through the soup kitchen at St. Anne’s 

Episcopal Church in Sayville, through 

our Thanksgiving baskets and Adopt-A-

Family programs, and by providing food 

to those in difficult times. 

 

 

Part Of Our Apportionment Giving 

Goes To: 

 World Service Fund 

 Ministerial Education Fund 

 Black College Fund 

 Africa University Fund 

 Inter-denominational Cooperation 

Fund 

 Camping & Retreat Ministries 

 Justice For Our Neighbors (JFON) 

 Training/Equipping local churches  

Other Ongoing Missions Projects At BUMC: 
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Sunday School raised $241 for Heifer International with fundraising 

efforts from the Christian Book Swap and recycling program.  We 

purchased two goats.  Sunday School was able to be part of a program 

that has a match of 2:1, so we were able to support the purchase of 

actually six goats.   Sunday School will continue to collect bottles for 

their recycling program throughout the Summer for our future mission 

programs.  Thank you for all your support.   

The choir got together at the end of June for a lovely party to celebrate 

another year of making a joyful noise to God.   

Enjoying the Judy and Howie Sause’s incredible backyard was a real 

treat—and so was the food!   

If this is what it’s like to sing in the choir, we’ll all be singing well into 

eternity! 

Party Like A Choir... 
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Report On The Annual Conference 

Every June, the New York Annual Conference gathers—

our Conference staff, the bishop, the District 

Superintendents, the clergy, and delegates from all the 

United Methodist churches in lower NY State and western 

Connecticut.  It’s a sobering time, as we consider the future 

of this part of our church for the next year.  It’s also 

exciting to reunited with Sisters and Brothers in Christ 

from all over—to hear their stories and witness their 

talents.  Every June, the annual conference gathers for 

worship, for fellowship, for learning, and for resourcing our 

churches for another blessed year serving Jesus! 

This year, Bayport UMC’s 

delegation included Pastor 

David, Diane Richon, and 

Stevie Wehner, who served as 

an alternate delegate.  The 

theme of the Conference was 

“Pathways & Possibilities:  

Transforming The World”.  

Bishop Tom Bickerton  opened the Annual Conference by 

recognizing the rhetoric that says the church is on the run:  

leaders can’t lead and followers are leaving.  

Acknowledging that there is fear out there, he called us to 

“Take heart”.  The Apostle Paul, John Wesley, and 

countless others faced desperate times, too—but they found 

faith in Jesus Christ that brought them “peace that 

surpasses all understanding.”   

The Conference Lay Leader, Roena Littlejohn, reminded us 

that every Christian—laity and clergy—are called to be in 

mission.  She pondered aloud: “I wonder how often we laity 

settle for doing it by rote.”  She called us all to commit to 

making disciples “for the transformation of the world.” 

The next day, the Bickerton gave his Bishop’s Address.  He 

called us to answer the real questions facing us.  He invited 

us to leave our isolation behind, claiming that, “If you love 

in isolation, you think its all about you, your church, etc…  

We need to use our voice on behalf of another!”   

The NYAC remembered their fallen, and celebrated the 

ministries of those who retired this year as well.   

Rev. Tom Vencuss, Coordinator of Mission Ministry, 

reported on the NYAC’s missions for the year.  In the last 

few months alone, the Conference sent VIM teams to 

Ecuador and Mozambique, and the Youth Ambassadors in 

Mission (YAM) trip to Haiti that our own Jordan Butler 

attended.  We sent two disaster relief teams to Texas, three 

to Puerto Rico (with two more scheduled), and one team to 

Florida—in addition to tornado response teams here at 

home.   

The General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) reported 

that United Methodists gave $9M to Florida, $7M to Texas, 

and $1.3M to California in disaster relief efforts through 

UMCOR in 2017.  It was a busy year!   

The United Methodist Church celebrated its 50th 

anniversary this year, so the General Commission on 

Archives & History reminded us all of the church’s vibrant 

history and diverse origins.  The many contributing streams 

of the UMC—the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 

Evangelical Association, and the United Brethren—tied the 

knot on April 23, 1968 in Dallas, Texas.  Moving forward, we 

were urged to be “truly catholic (universal), truly reforming, 

truly evangelical.”   

Bishop Sally Dyck preached a passionate sermon on “Grit” 

at the Commissioning Service.  “Grit” is the persistence 

needed to pursue your goals despite obstacles, and it’s 

something that Bishop Dyck said the newly commissioned 

clergy, in particular, will need in the years ahead.  But, it’s 

not just clergy:  laity have the responsibility for making the 

church environment a place where good emotions like joy 

can be expressed.  Through it all, “Grace will shine through 

in the grittiest of times, so count on it and look for it!” 

One of the most important things we did this year was to 

elect a new delegation for the special session of General 

Conference, which will take place early in 2019.  The special 

session will convene to discuss matters related to human 

sexuality.  Our annual conference was one of only two in the 

whole United Methodist connection electing a special 

delegation; the others will just use their delegation from the 

2016 General Conference.  Together we elected 4 clergy and 

4 laity, plus 4 clergy reserves and 4 laity reserves.   

125 youth and chaperones packed 30,000 meals during 

annual conference for Rise Against Hunger, and we collected 

6432 UMCOR hygiene kits from 70 churches on Saturday, 

too!   

All the petitions that were proposed passed by over 90%.  

One such petition reaffirmed the NYAC’s stance to remove 

the language from the Book of Discipline that prevents 

“homosexuals” from the life of the church.  Another called 

for peace on the Korean peninsula for the first time since 

June 25, 1950.  Still another required that clergy everyone 

from the Bishop to lay servants take anti-racism training 

once every four years.  One commended the congregations of 

First & Summerfield UMC in New Haven, Connecticut for 

providing sanctuary for immigrants facing deportation. 

As you can see, it was a VERY productive annual conference 

that deeply reflected the scope of loving mission that our 

Savior has given us! 

We elected 4 delegates to go to the General Conference in 

February 2019 and 4 alternates. 

We had a lot of business to do and a lot of ballots to vote our 

Clergy & Laity. We got home late at night, but the good thing is 

that our work got done. We even had a “Holy Ghost Party” worthy 

of dancing and singing on Saturday night! 

Bishop Bickerton is a wonderful speaker and he is filled with the 

Holy Spirit. 

Diane Richon, Lay Delegate to NYAC 



This year's adventure to the Christian Youth Retreat in Wildwood, New 

Jersey was undertaken by six youth from Bellport UMC and one youth from 

Bayport UMC.  Together with their four adult chaperones, they braved the 

amusement park rides, water slides, and camping on the beach.  This year’s 

band (David Leach) was somewhat reminiscent of the famous Hillsong 

Church.  The speakers, Paul Martini and Richie Seltzer, were both very in-

spiring.   

In fact, I was amazed as I watched ALL SEVEN youth stand up that first 

night.  They were dancing and clapping and raising their hands with the 

music.  Every one of them gave their lives to Christ that night when 

prompted by the preacher! 

Well, I couldn’t let that go…  So the next morning, I invited them to join me 

in the Atlantic Ocean for a reaffirmation of faith!  In fact, two of the boys 

asked for me to lean them back into the water—baptism by immersion.  

Deacon Glenn Adone (Bellport UMC) offered a blessing for all seven of them 

as they reaffirmed their baptisms and commitment to Christ.   

Needless to say, I found it be a very moving day!  The youth appeared to feel 

the same.  I had a few spiritual conversations with them from time to time 

throughout this year’s adventure, in between the fun, music, and rides.  I 

hope we can get more youth to go from our church next year!  -Pastor Dave 
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“A Closer Walk” at Morey’s Piers 

Bottles For The Brave 

A couple of years ago, our congregation started 

collecting water bottles  to donate.  Our 17,000 

bottles were added to those from other organi-

zations and recycled.  The money collected was 

given to the families of our soldiers. 

Can you imagine being away from your loved 

one year after year?  While it may not have 

seemed like a whole lot to donate an empty 

bottle of water, in doing so our congregation 

helped show the love and concern of Jesus for 

our military families.   

This certificate (right) was given to the congre-

gation this month in recognition of our out-

standing service to the community.  In particu-

lar, we want to recognize the Herculean efforts 

of Sue and Diane Richon, who collected and 

transported the bottles each week.  Great job, 

ladies! 

While we stopped collecting bottles for the vet-

erans this year, you can still make a difference 

with your empty bottles.  By donating them to 

our Sunday School, you can help our children 

give to a variety of causes.  Way to go, Church!  
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Gracious Vine Concert 

On July 21st, our church welcomed another incredible  concert by Gracious Vine.  

Lead singer, Joanna Fruhauf, and the band were in exceptional form that night.  

Pastor David stated that it was like he could feel the anointing in the music washing 

over him!  Others seemed to be feeling the same, as people got up from their seats to 

worship. 

Linda Beyer was her usual charming self as our mistress of ceremonies for the 

evening.as she announced the opening act.   

A band new to Bayport UMC.  The Found Cats were 

heavily influenced by Elvis Presley, and the result is 

Christian “rockabilly!”  We’re sure to see this band 

again.   

Another new addition to the evening was the 

presence of “prophetic artist” Timothy Kosta.  While 

the bands were leading us to worship Christ, Tim 

was busy painting (see photograph) what he was 

feeling spiritually.   The result is the picture of the 

crane you see.  At the end of the night, he presented 

his work to the church, and explained how he felt 

God, like a crane, pulls us up out of the muck of our 

lives, and leads us to the glorious skies of salvation!  

The artwork will be hung in the church soon—so 

keep your eyes peeled. 

 

The whole night was bathed in prayer….  Pastor 

David and the band members prayed for one 

another’s needs throughout the night, and there 

several congregants received a blessing, too.   

We are so blessed to have Gracious Vine as our 

friends of our church.  Sisters and Brothers 

contributing their talents together is what makes 

church such a neat place.  And Gracious Vine is 

always very generous to share with us!  God bless 

them richly, and may the efforts of all the 

participants that night to spread the Gospel be 

fruitful.   
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Once again, the Bayport UMC offered a home to the Brookhaven Choral Festival (BCF) during 
the week of July 16 culminating in their concert on Sunday evening, July 22. Each summer, the 
BCF provides an opportunity for singers from across Long Island (and beyond) to gather and 
share their love of great music in a week-long festival. 
  
This year marked the 24

th
 Anniversary of the 

festival. The chorus learned and performed 
several classical pieces, and selections from the 
musical, Mary Poppins. In addition, they 
celebrated the 100

th
 birthday of Leonard 

Bernstein with excerpts from his Mass as well 
as West Side Story. 
  
This was the first year the BCF also held their 

concert at Bayport UMC and they packed the 

house in our beautiful Parish Hall! Participants 

have been very complimentary of the BUMC 

facilities and often express their appreciation for 

our hospitality. 

Brookhaven Choral Festival Blesses BUMC 

UMW Celebrates Another Good Year 

The Sarah Circle ended the year with their traditional 

dinner event at Avino’s Italian Table on June 14th. This is 

always an enjoyable night with shared fellowship over a 

good meal. 

This year we celebrated Connie 

Murray as she and Bill move to 

Florida. Connie will be missed as 

a dear friend and because of her 

hard work and dedication to our 

church. 

The Sarah Circle meetings will 

begin in September and is open to 

all women in our church. 

 

Consider joining 

and building new 

friendships. 

 

Serving Our Neighbors 

Dear Bayport UMC, 

Our heartfelt thanks to you for your donation of $658.00 to 

Sharing A Meal made on 7/24/18.  Through your generosi-

ty and volunteer efforts, 260 people will enjoy a meal at 

our soup kitchen, touching their lives in such a meaningful 

way.   

As you well know, Sharing A Meal soup kitchen is a com-

munity effort serving hot, nutritious dinners four nights 

weekly, with dignity and respect, to all those less fortunate 

in the greater Sayville community.  We all know the im-

portance of this work we do.  Your steadfast compassionate 

support, both financial and through your dedicated efforts 

as volunteers, keeps our doors open to our guests.   

Thank you for caring and for making a difference in the 

lives of the people whom, together, we serve.  The integral 

role Bayport Methodist Church has played in the soup 

kitchen over the years, and your ongoing commitment to it, 

are deeply, deeply appreciated.   

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jerry Avolio, Fund-raising chair 



The purpose of the Bayport United 

Methodist Church is to glorify and 

worship God and His son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior. Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, our col-

lective mission is to share the Word of 

God with others, and to serve the Lord 

by showing loving care, concern and 

support for all in need. We are to be 

in Christian fellowship with one an-

other and to celebrate our Christian 

blessings as a church family and with 

all the world.  

482 Middle Road 
Bayport, NY 11705 

Bayport  
United Methodist Church 

 Tiny Tots Preschool 

 Alcoholics Anonymous—

Beginners, Young, Step Groups 

 Al Anon 

 Overeaters Anonymous 

 Bayport Civic Association 

 Bayport Heritage Association 

 Happy Feet (soccer program) 

 Various Cub Scout & Boy Scout 

Packs/Troops 

 Various Daisy, Brownie & Girl 

Scout Troops 

Phone: 631-472-0770 
Fax: 631-472-0509 
Email: secretary@bayportumc.org  
Website:  www.bayportumc.org 

We also host, promote, & support 

local constituent groups whose 

values are in alignment with those 

of the UMC.  Those groups 

include...  

Our Extended Community:  Non-Church Groups At Bayport UMC 

Did you know you can watch your favorite sermons 

online? 

www.bayportumc.org/sermons 


