
D 
ear Sisters  

and Brothers, 

 

By now, I’m hoping that I’ve 

had the chance to speak with 

you.  If not, I pray the Holy 

Spirit will afford us that op-

portunity soon. 

This summer has practically 

flown by.  I’ve been meeting 

with the church’s leaders 

and trying to figure out just 

why Bayport UMC so power-

fully exemplifies the Gospel 

in action.   

Half the story involves what 

is at the foundation.  When 

asked what the “greatest 

Commandment” in the Jew-

ish Law was, Jesus quoted 

the passages above, high-

lighting the love of God and 

neighbor as the basic build-

ing blocks of faith.   

In practice, we can then ask 

ourselves a question John 

Piper is famous for asking:  

“What is at the bottom of 

your joy?”  We start by 

thinking about the things we 

do, and having the courage 

to demand of ourselves, 

“Why do I do that?”   

If, for example, we volunteer 

to serve someone food, we 

might ask ourselves if we do 

it because we feel good about 

ourselves or it makes others 

see us as more generous.  

Truth be told, we may need 

to go several levels down—

asking ourselves the same 

probing question each time—

to get to what is at the 

“bottom” or foundational to 

our joy.   

Piper suggests that the 

“bottom” either ends up be-

ing Christ or us.  Either it 

glorifies Christ or it glorifies 

us.  We must choose which 

one will become the corner-

stone of our lives and minis-

tries. 

So my first appeal to you is 

to put Jesus Christ first, and 

build the things you do up 

from there.   

In a church’s life, this means 

relying on God before we rely 

on ourselves for success.  It 

requires us to pray, study, 

worship—and then act to 

make the world a better 

place.   

So this year, we are reinforc-

ing our foundation—Christ—

with strong educational op-

portunities and enthusiastic 

and meaningful worship.  In 

the coming weeks, you’ll see 

a resurgence of our prayer 

ministry as well.   

The following pages of this 

quarterly newsletter are for 

the purpose of reminding you 

of what matters, and for re-

vealing how God is moving 

among us all the time.  

Reading these things gives 

me great hope!  (Eph. 1:18)  I 

can see the Holy Spirit 

equipping us for every good 

work—and the fruits just 

keep on coming: 

 An average worship at-

tendance of 100 since 

September! 

 15 in Disciple Bible 

Study! 

 Around 10 in the Men’s 

Bible Study! 

 2 baptisms! 

 15 active confirmands! 

 2 newly-reformed youth 

groups! 

 Sermons posted online 

weekly 

Between now and our next 

issue, I hope you’ll send me 

your testimonies about God’s 

faithfulness.  After all, we’ve 

got good news! 

Your Brother In Christ, 

Pastor David 

From The Pastor’s Desk 
 Jesus replied, “The most important [commandment] is Israel, listen! Our God is 
the one Lord,  and you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your being, with all your mind, and with all your strength.  The second is this, 
You will love your neighbor as yourself. No other commandment is greater than 
these.”  - Mark 12:29-31 (CEB) 
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us keep our covenant as United 

Methodists 

 A globe and newspaper—to 

lead us in our mission to the com-

munity and the world 

 A stole—to shepherd us as our 

pastor 

     In attendance that day were Pastor 

David’s family, members of the church, 

and a number of dignitaries from the 

community:  Suffolk County Legislator 

Bill Lindsay, Brookhaven Town Coun-

cilman Neil Foley, Lt. Kenneth Fasano 

from the Suffolk County Police’s 5th 

Precinct, Scoutmaster Matt Bollerman 

and Girl Scout Leader Elba Jones.  

Revs. Laurel Scott, Gertude Nation, 

Dawn Yun, and Penny Gadzini joined 

the celebration in full clergy robes.  A 

letter was also received from NYS Sen-

ator Tom Croci, and Pastor David re-

     Although there were a few flurries 

wandering around outside that after-

noon, our Installation Service was a 

smashing success.  Rev. David Czeisel 

was welcomed and empowered as our 

new pastor, receiving symbolic gifts 

that reminded him to be faithful in his 

ministry among us: 

 A Bible—to proclaim the Word 

 Water—to baptize new Chris-

tians 

 Bread &  cup—to keep us in 

communion with Christ and His 

Church 

 Anointing oil—to bear witness 

to God’s healing presence 

 A hymnal & Book of Wor-

ship—to guide us in our prayer 

and praise. 

 A Book of Discipline—to help 

ceived a commen-

dation from the 

Town of Islip as 

well.   

     This was the 

first time that an 

Installation Ser-

vice has been held 

to welcome a pas-

tor in recent 

memory, but the prominence of Bayport 

UMC in its community was clear.   

     “It was such an incredible day,” Pas-

tor David recalls.  “The gifts from the 

church members were so touching, and 

it was so exciting to see everyone come 

out to celebrate my appointment here.  

And you should have seen the food af-

terwards!  I can’t wait to see what God 

is about to do through us!” 

     Special thanks to Connie Murray, 

Donna Pace, Yan Yu, Charlotte Green 

and to the many, many people who 

made this such a special occasion! 

Pastor David’s Installation Service 

George Mitchell 

hands Pastor David 

a Bible. 

The last thing I desire is for anyone to 

feel those emotions.  I truly believe it is 

my calling to help as many people as I 

can to feel seen, valued and lifted.  

Because you have so graciously 

bestowed those gifts to me, I am 

inspired to pay your love forward.  I 

wholeheartedly look forward to meeting 

each of you.  I know we will make a 

great team!” 

     Well said, Meghan, we look forward 

to meeting you too! 

 

Warm Regards, 

Howie Sause 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee  

member 

monthly church newsletter.  She is 

familiar with many computer program, 

and has excellent computer as well as 

people skills.   

     Meghan is an intelligent, friendly, 

and personable Christian.  She holds a 

bachelor’s degree in psychology and 

minored in elementary and special 

education.  In her own words: 

     “Greetings, Everyone!” 

     “I cannot believe I am in my second 

month at BUMC already!  Time flies 

when you’re having fun.  I am having 

just that:  fun!  I am completely 

consumed with excitement and 

gratitude for the opportunity to become 

a part of your church family!  Everyone 

I have been introduced to, or worked 

with, has made me feel right at home.  I 

cherish your open arms and warm 

smiles!” 

     “One of my passions in life is 

connection to any and all things in life.  

Without connection, one begins to feel 

alone, insignificant and unwelcome.  

     We welcome Meghan Vanderhoof, 

the new church secretary, who comes 

highly recommended to our church 

family.   

 

     For the past year, Meghan has been 

the church secretary at the Patchogue 

UMC.  In that capacity she had many 

responsibilities, which included 

working with the food pantry, 

maintaining the church membership 

database, working with and consulting 

with the pastor, and serving on 

committees involving church and 

community members.  In addition, she 

worked with Long Island Cares and 

Head Start.  She also helped publish a 

Welcome, Meghan! 

“One of my passions in life is 

connection to any and all things 

in life.” 
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     The Vacation Bible School program 

at Bayport United Methodist Church 

has, for many years, provided a source 

of Christian Education for many 

children in our community.  This week-

long summer program gives children 

the opportunity 

to learn about 

God through 

bible stories, 

music, crafts 

and 

games.  Our 

recent decision 

to make VBS 

available AT 

NO COST to 

families has 

made this 

program even 

more beneficial 

- to both the 

community and to those who volunteer 

their time. 

     Each year, we select a different 

theme for our program.  Each year, we 

learn a little more about what it takes 

to make VBS great, and we try to 

incorporate the lessons learned from 

previous years.  This year, we 

presented, "Everest - Conquering 

Challenges Through God's Mighty 

Power!"  It was the first year that 

Pastor David worked with us and, we 

believe, it was our best year ever! 

     We welcomed 42 children ranging in 

age from 3 1/2 - 10.  They came from 

communities near and far - some for the 

first time, most returning to us for a 

second, third or even fourth year.  They 

greeted old friends and made new 

ones.  But, 

most 

importantly, 

they learned 

about God and 

his love for 

us.  They 

learned 

through 

interaction 

with Pastor 

David and the 

staff.  They 

learned from 

bible stories 

and skits, from 

songs and games.  They even learned 

from the themed snacks each day. 

     We also welcomed back some of the 

older kids who have aged out of the 

program - they came back to volunteer 

as helpers.  What a testament!   

     We wrapped up the week with a 

graduation ceremony as part of our 

Sunday worship.  This opened our doors 

to their parents and families - it gave 

them the opportunity to see who we are 

and what a loving church family looks 

like.  We have welcomed some of these 

families into our 

congregation since then and 

it's wonderful to see their 

faces each Sunday.  It's a 

blessing that they have 

brought their children to 

attend our Sunday School 

and continue the learning 

that took place in a small 

church on a summer week 

in July. 

 

Blessings, 

Donna Pace &  

Connie Murray 

Tales Out Of (Vacation Bible) School 
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go on to college and bigger and better 

things in their lives. Like baby birds 

leaving the nest, they’ve grown into fine 

young adults who are destined to soar 

to awesome heights in the future.  

     Some have returned to our class to 

say hi and simply bask in the memories 

and warmth of belonging. That’s a great 

feeling for Carol and me. It makes us 

proud and happy to have played some 

small role in helping our students 

evolve into the people they are and feel 

more confident that they always have a 

place in our church family as well as 

our hearts.  

Carol & Rick Bodamer 

     Breakfast Club has been one of the 

great joys of our experience at Bayport 

United Methodist Church. More than 

just a class we’ve taught Sundays (or 

more aptly shared with our students), it 

has been a journey of spirited 

conversation, of personal thought and 

feelings, of new perspectives on life and 

how our faith fits into it, and most of 

all, of developing a better sense of 

respect and appreciation for all God has 

given to us. 

     Over the last 10 years, the kids in 

our class, ranging from 8th grade to 

seniors, have taught us as much as 

we’ve taught them. And they’ve always 

made us smile along the way, many 

times even shake our heads at their 

remarkable insights and refreshing 

take on religion, our church, each other 

and the world at large. 

     We’ve witnessed many of our youth 

Bidding Adieu To The Breakfast Club 

“They’ve always made us smile 

along the way…” 

 As part of the sermon on October 11th, Pastor David invited the congregation to 

take out a single dollar, and hold it in their hands.  “Ask God how God wants you to use 

this dollar,” he said.  The following week, members described how they put their dollar to 

good use by writing on a poster board as they entered the Sanctuary.  Here are some of 

their  

responses: 

 “Paid for lunch for mason workers” 

 “Donated to Medford Civic Association” 

 “Went toward a fundraiser for a boy with cancer (Sean Dixon)” 

 “Gift toward my grandson’s 18th birthday college fund!” 

 “I ‘adopted’ a child in a Patchogue-Medford elementary school!” 

 “Donated to Operation Christmas Child” 

 “Bought a cup of coffee for a Patchogue cop I did not know!” 

 “Added to it and sent a donation to a youth fund.” 

 “I bought 2 cans of cat food for my cousin’s kitty….” 

 “Toward a new bike seat for my daughter.” 

 “Gave it to someone who did not have one.” 

 “Took my mom to lunch ♥” 

 “Gave it to the church” 

 “To a friend” 

The Miracle Dollar 

Training Disciples 
     We are committed to encour-

aging Christians to be better 

disciples of Jesus.  That’s why 

we are constantly offering stud-

ies and training to help you 

practice better discipleship in 

your daily lives.   

     Here are just a few ongoing 

educational opportunities you 

might consider right now: 

 Sunday School 

3 years old - 12th graders 

Every Sunday 

9:45am 

Contact Celeste Tveter 

 

 Confirmation Class 

7th graders 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays  

7pm 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 Confirmation Class 

8th graders 

Working with mentors 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 The Crew  

7th - 8th graders 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays  

7pm 

Contact Carla Gibson 

 

 Youth Group 

9th - 12th graders  

11:30am 

1st & 3rd Sundays  

Contact Carla Gibson 

 

 Disciple Bible Study 

Adults—Men & Women 

Every Sunday 

6:30pm - 9:00pm 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 Men’s Bible Study 

Adults—Men 

Every Wednesday 

7pm - 8:30pm 

 



     Our youth went gaga for pumpkins 

on October 24th at the Bayport Flower 

House.  The 7th –12th graders carved 

pumpkins (and were the last to leave!), 

went for a hay ride, pushed their way 

through the inflatable maze, and then 

celebrated with a few slices of pizza!   

     Many, many thanks to the Auwaer-

ter family for accommodating us, and to 

Carla Gibson for coordinating this fun 

event.   

Our Youth Go Pumpkin Crazy! 

     The Men’s Bible Study hosted a bar-

becue for any men who would like to 

come on September 16th.   

     Grills lined up like pigs just outside 

the kitchen, ready to receive the raw 

meat that would soon become the feast.  

Chefs Vinny Vilar, Walter Petrule, and 

Mark Seal were masters of their craft 

and worthy of any television show.   

     Inside, everyone was busy setting 

up.  By the time all was said and done, 

there was more food than anyone was 

prepared to eat!   

     The fellowship was excellent—

members of several churches gather 

together for this event.  By the end of 

the night, there were a number of new 

additions to the Men’s Bible Study, 

which started meeting on September 

30th.  It’s such a GOOD/GOD thing 

that so many of our men gather togeth-

er to study God’s Word all across the 

south shore!   

P.S.  The men heard that their wives 

may have taken the night to eat out 

together, too!  Surely, their fellowship 

was equally delectable. 

Men’s Barbecue—A Feast Fit For A King (Or Any Man, Really…) 
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Bottles For The Brave (Blue Star 

Moms) - support for U.S. military fami-

lies.  Deposit empty water bottles in the 

Parish Hall 

Operation Christmas Child 

(Samaritan’s Purse) - Bringing 

Christmas to children all over the 

world.  Filled shoeboxes may be brought 

to the church in November. 

Bags Of Hope - providing needs and 

support for victims.  Paper towels are 

being collected in the hallway near the 

kitchen.   

The Malawi Project (in connection 

with East Quogue UMC) - sending 

empty prescription pill bottles to help 

ensure people in Malawi receive their 

medicine. 

Sunday School Missions - collecting 

recyclables to support the local families 

through the church’s “white gifts” pro-

gram.  Also, bring in your change to 

donate to Heifer International. 

The Barn - Our very own Thrift Shop 

provides gently-used clothes and other 

items at very low prices Tuesday-

Saturday from 10am-2pm.   

UMCOR - The United Methodist Com-

mittee On Relief provides disaster relief 

efforts all over the world.  You can al-

ways give to specific disaster relief ef-

forts. 

Prayer Blankets - Our Sarah Circle 

knits and crochets blankets for those in 

spiritual distress.   

Local Outreach - The Missions Com-

mittee serves our neighbors through 

the soup kitchen at St. Anne’s Episco-

pal Church in Sayville, through our 

Thanksgiving baskets and Adopt-A-

Family programs, and by providing food 

to those in difficult times. 

 

Part Of Our Apportionment Giving 

Goes To: 

 World Service Fund 

 Ministerial Education Fund 

 Black College Fund 

 Africa University Fund 

 Inter-denominational Cooperation 

Fund 

 Camping & Retreat Ministries 

 Justice For Our Neighbors (JFON) 

Have you ever wanted to invite some-

one to a church function?  

Now you have the tools! 

The business-sized BUMC Invitation 

Cards (see right) are a convenient and 

professional-looking way to share our 

next church supper, study group, ser-

vice opportunity or worship event with 

a friend.   

In addition to sharing events, you can 

also use the Invitation Card to give 

someone the church’s contact infor-

mation.  Keep a small stack with you—

you never know when you might en-

counter someone in need! 

Invitation Cards are available in the 

Parlor and Church Office. 

Invite Your Friends Simply And Easily 

"Expect great things from 

God; attempt great things 

for God"  - William Carey 

Other Ongoing Missions Projects At BUMC: 
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     Have you noticed the change?  Our 

staff is making an extra effort to keep 

you informed!   

     Our new weekly e-newsletter format 

is designed to keep you up to date with 

upcoming events in our local church, at 

the district and conference level, as well 

as things going on in our community.  

You’ll find convenient links to online 

resources such as event pages, 

submission forms for All-Saints’ 

Sunday remembrances, and sermon 

videos, too.  You can even share it with 

a friend!   

     And that’s not all!  Social media has 

opened up new doors for ministry that 

would never have been possible before.  

People share their whole lives on social 

media, giving the church the 

opportunity to offer encouragement and 

prayer, and engage in spiritual 

conversations with people who we 

might never otherwise meet.  It’s a 

powerful tool in the church’s hands.   

     We started a Facebook page for the 

church that will allow us to both post 

information AND engage in 

conversation with you.  Whether you’re 

sitting at home or on vacation, you can 

find out what’s going on in your church, 

talk about spiritual matters, or post a 

prayer request.   

     Please keep in mind that anything 

you post on our Facebook page is 

public.  The good news about this is 

that you can see ALL the content we 

post without joining Facebook—you just 

won’t be able to post your own 

comments.   

     Here are some things you can do on 

our Facebook page  
 

     Please remember to “like” and 

“share” our Facebook posts—even if 

you don’t have anything more to say.  It 

helps others find their way to the 

church’s virtual doors—something they 

just might need at that moment! 

New Communications:  It’s A Brave New World At BUMC! 
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Coming Soon! 

 Updated bulletin boards 

 A revised website presence 

 A new photo directory  

Check out a sermon 

Get more event information—even RSVP with a single click! 

Discover new ways to serve 

Learn something new 

http://www.facebook.com/BayportUMC


The purpose of the Bayport United 

Methodist Church is to glorify and 

worship God and His son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior. Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, our col-

lective mission is to share the Word of 

God with others, and to serve the Lord 

by showing loving care, concern and 

support for all in need. We are to be 

in Christian fellowship with one an-

other and to celebrate our Christian 

blessings as a church family and with 

all the world.  

482 Middle Road 
Bayport, New York 11705 

Bayport United Methodist 
Church 

 Tiny Tots Preschool 

 Alcoholics Anonymous—

Beginners, Young, Step Groups 

 Al Anon 

 Overeaters Anonymous 

 Bayport Civic Association 

 Bayport Heritage Association 

 Happy Feet (soccer program) 

 Patchogue Rotary Animal  

Assisted Therapy (PRAAT) 

 Various Cub Scout & Boy Scout 

Packs/Troops 

 Various Daisy, Brownie & Girl 

Scout Troops 

Phone:       631-472-0770 
Email:        Secretary@bayportumc.org 
Website:     www.BayportUMC.org 
Facebook:   www.facebook.com/ 
                     bayportumc  

We are not an exclusive advocate of 

in-house committees.  We also host, 

promote, & support local constitu-

ent groups whose values are in 

alignment with those of the 

UMC.  Those groups include...  

Our Extended Community:  Non-Church Groups At Bayport UMC 

Join Us Online! 

www.bayportUMC.org 

 


