
D 
ear Sisters  

and Brothers, 

Welcome back!  It 

has been a busy summer at 

Bayport UMC, but I just love 

to see how God has worked.  

Inside this issue, you’ll find 

some of Christ’s good news, 

and we could all use a little 

good news these days, can’t 

we?! 

There were ministry 

highlights like VBS, great 

adventures like the “A 

Closer Walk” Christian 

youth retreat, and inspiring 

conferences like the Global 

Leadership Summit.   

But there were more subtle, 

less touted moments as well: 

 Our Sunday School 

offered classes nearly 

every Sunday this 

summer, which 

empowered children to 

keep learning and 

parents to continue 

coming to worship.   

 Don Kolacki has been 

giving some dynamite 

children’s sermons this 

summer!  (And made us 

all hungry for M&Ms!)  

One Sunday, there were 

no children present but, 

with a heartbeat’s 

notice, several adults 

threw themselves to the 

floor to listen in like the 

big children of God we all 

are.     

 The church enjoyed the 

preaching and worship 

leading ministries of our 

lay servants while I was 

away in August.  Steve 

Sticca - a Bible study 

leader in the Sayville 

UMC and certified lay 

servant - preached for the 

congregation on August 

19th.  The congregation 

seemed to enjoy his soft-

spoken style.  The next 

week, I returned to lead 

worship, but I was so 

blessed to have the 

opportunity to listen to 

my Mom (Mary Czeisel) 

preach!  Both Sunday, 

Sue Richon stepped up to 

lead us in our Community 

Prayer, and lay readers 

offered their gifts, too.   

 We helped someone in 

need in our community 

get into a new apartment.  

I wish I could share all 

the details with you, but 

this individual is so 

blessed because of YOU! 

 Our church is ramping up 

its efforts for disaster 

relief, due to the 

devastating presence of 
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hurricanes Harvey and 

Irma.  It is a sign of our 

world’s brokenness that 

such tragedies occur, but 

we can trust in Jesus to 

help us offer assistance to 

the survivors.   

This brings me to a very 

important point.  While these 

newsletters can highlight some 

of the things that our church’s 

programs highlight, I am 

extremely confident that you 

are doing ministry well beyond 

the scope of those officially 

recognized by your church.   

Some may be engaging the 

drug problem.  Others might 

be working to improve the look 

or safety of our communities.  

Still others mentor at-risk 

teens.  There are so many 

ministries!   

Have you ever wondered why 

you do those things?  We might 

answer that, “it’s just the way 

we were brought up,” or 

because you’ve been personally 

affected by that issue.  But no 

matter how the calling came, it 

doesn’t explain it away.  You 

answered—and that’s the 

power of the Holy Spirit alive 

in YOU! 

Your Brother In Christ, 

Pastor David Czeisel 
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Our Vacation Bible School reached a 

new level of success this year.  Once 

again, VBS was offered free of cost for 

all participants.  We had a record 

number of participants this year—over 

70 children jumped right into the 

“Maker Fun Factory” and started 

creating an exciting life with Jesus.  

Many of these are not members of our 

church, but this year many were also 

first time participants.   

In the words of one young VBS 

student, “It was more fun than Camp 

Edey’s summer camp!”   

May God bless Donna Pace and the 

entire staff of VBS volunteers on a job 

well done! 

Vacation Bible School Gets Creative Training Disciples 
     We are committed to encour-

aging Christians to be better 

disciples of Jesus.  That’s why 

we are constantly offering stud-

ies and training to help you 

practice better discipleship in 

your daily lives.   

     Here are just a few ongoing 

educational opportunities you 

might consider next  fall: 

 Sunday School 

3 years old - 12th graders 

Every Sunday 

9:45am 

Contact Celeste Tveter 

 

 Confirmation Class 

Generally 7th & 8th graders 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays  

7pm - 8:30pm 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 The Crew  

7th - 12th graders 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays  

7pm - 8pm 

Contact Carla Gibson 

 

 Women’s Bible Study 

Adults—Women 

Every Sunday 

8am - 9:30am 

UMW Raises Record 

VBS Funds! 

We are so grateful to our 

UMW, who sold baked goods 

at the Sayville ferry on Labor 

Day weekend again this year.   

We had a record number of 

VBS children this year, so it 

could have been a tense mo-

ment.  However, the bake 

sale earned a total of $842!   

Many thanks to those who 

contributed or purchased 

baked goods this year.  We 

are so happy to be able to 

provide this program free to 

our community! 
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On August 10-11, the Willow Creek Association 

livestreamed its Global Leadership Summit all 

over the developed world.  This leadership 

conference from a Christian perspective was 

attended by clergy and laity all over the world and 

a myriad of denominations.  

Our group of United 

Methodists came from all 

over the Long Island East 

and Long Island West 

Districts, and even 

included our Conference 

Lay Leader, Roena 

Littlejohn.  The Conference 

offers scholarships every 

year, so maybe next year 

you’ll join us! 

Key Takeaways: 
“People must believe they can 

change.”  - Linda Beyer 

“The importance of building up our children to become leaders 

by expressing to them what we see as their strengths and 

offering encouragement. 

The power of proximity.  The importance of white space or 

taking a strategic pause.  Michael Jr. created a no show show 

to help a family.  Bringing water to other countries. One 

families mission inspired so many others. “  - Mary Czeisel 

“Unquestionable faith, lessons of love and communication 

Gracious Vine And Kirsten Joy Concert 

skills and so much more. Let me just add, I e-mailed Willow 

creek and asked about a CD I had purchased at the 2006 

summit but a friend had borrowed it and never returned it. 

I asked if They knew where I could get another and they 

were kind enough to send me a CD of the summit. I showed 

this short CD to my early morning prayer group and God 

opened our eyes to see what was 

important in 2006 is still 

important today. We have started 

to take action to do our part to 

help in today's world. The 

question asked is simple: who can 

we send---send me, how can we 

help-- with a step in faith. So the 

summit is always teaching, 

maybe not this year but maybe in 

the years to come. In Gods time. “  

- Anne Buckley 

 

Why should someone 

attend next year? 

“Very diverse presenters that 

share amazing stories and practical advice on how to lead 

more like Jesus. ”  - Linda Beyer 

“It has so much to offer! The stories will touch your heart 

and the information will move your spirit. All it takes is a 

mustard seed.”  - Mary Czeisel 

“It is a time to hear from professionals and Pastors from all 

walks of life, and experience the thread of God woven 

through each encounter.” -  Anne Buckley  

Global Leadership Summit Testimonies 

On August 12th, Gracious Vine returned to the Bayport 

UMC stage with new artist Kirsten Joy! 

Kirsten Joy was a nice surprise for most, who had never 

heard her sing before.   A solo act and daughter of a pas-

tor on the north shore of LI, Kirsten offered emotional 

vocals that clearly came from our love of the Lord! 

Gracious Vine is no stranger to offering worship con-

certs at Bayport and around LI.  At one point, the band’s 

rhythm and vocals lifted worshippers to their feet, as 

the whole assembly rejoiced to the Lord! 
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Bayport UMC officially sponsors Boy Scout 

Troop 130.  United Methodism has been sup-

porting of Scouting since its inception, and we 

are very proud of our troop.  The photos to the 

right show just some of the adventures our troop 

has been on this year.   

At their Court of Honor on Sept. 7th, it was not-

ed that the scouts earned more than 60 merit 

badges!  There were several rank advancements, 

including a few new Life Scouts, which is just 

one rank before the treasured Eagle Scout rank.   

Scouts that attended a week of scout camp this 

summer loved it so much, that they often called 

their parents and stayed on for an extra week!  

Sure enough, our troop came home with the Su-

per Troop Award, which honors those campers 

who adhere to the highest standards of taking 

care of their camp.  The award, along with a 

photo of the troop and a hat, was presented to 

Pastor David at their Court of Honor. 

One scout spent his whole summer working at 

Scout Camp Baiting Hollow in Wading River.  

His dad agreed that it was a neat way to spend 

a summer while earning money and work expe-

rience.   

We are very proud of our Troop 130! 

Troop 130 Excels At Scouting 

Our nation has seen a lot of devastation this summer.  From hurricanes to wild fires, we can empathize with those going 

through these very real disasters.  While deeply tragic, they do provide us an opportunity to show God’s love.   

Through your donations and the efforts of Margaret King, Judy Fleetham and others, we have been 

able to assemble and verify another 23 Cleaning Bucket kits to send to Mission Central this summer.  

Along with the Hygiene kits set to be verified on September 10th after worship, these will go to Mission 

Central to replace those sent to Hurricane Harvey survivors and others.  With Hurricane Irma about to 

hit Florida, we can just imagine how these very buckets might be used in the near future.   

Would you like to donate to help alleviate this kind of suffering?  As United Methodists, contributing 

kits like these to Mission Central provides a powerful way to show how much God loves everyone!  

Check out the link below on our website to see a current list of things we are collecting: 

http://www.bayportumc.org/ministries/serving-ministries/disaster-relief/ 

On the home front, our church’s Disaster Preparation and Response Team hosted its first fire drill at the end of worship on Sun-

day, August 27th.  The team says they learned a lot, and a number of adjustments will be made in the future that will help pro-

tect those who attend worship or Sunday School with us.   The team is planning to propose a BUMC disaster plan for approval 

at Charge Conference later this fall, which will help the church to address our preparedness for this and many other kinds of 

disasters.  

In the meantime, one of the best things you can do is to return your membership audit forms to the Church Office, as they in-

clude emergency contact information that could help us find your family in case of an incident.  (God forbid!)   

Preparing For Disaster 

http://www.bayportumc.org/ministries/serving-ministries/disaster-relief/


Bottles For The Brave (Blue Star 

Moms) - support for U.S. military fami-

lies.  Deposit empty water bottles in the 

Parish Hall 

Bags Of Hope - providing needs and 

support for victims.  Paper towels are 

being collected in the hallway near the 

kitchen.   

Sunday School Missions - collecting 

recyclables to support the a variety of 

missions throughout the year. 

The Barn - Our very own Thrift Shop 

provides gently-used clothes and other 

items at very low prices Tuesday-

Saturday from 10am-2pm.   

UMCOR - The United Methodist Com-

mittee On Relief provides disaster relief 

efforts all over the world.  You can al-

ways give to specific disaster relief ef-

forts. 

Mission Central HUB - Our HUB 

team collects, assembles, verifies and 

ships UMCOR kits throughout the 

year.  Some are retained on site for lo-

cal emergencies, and the rest are sent 

to Mission Central in Mechanicsberg, 

PA. 

Prayer Blankets - Our Sarah Circle 

knits and crochets blankets for those in 

spiritual distress.   

Local Outreach - The Missions Com-

mittee serves our neighbors through 

the soup kitchen at St. Anne’s Episco-

pal Church in Sayville, through our 

Thanksgiving baskets and Adopt-A-

Family programs, and by providing food 

to those in difficult times. 

 

 

 

Part Of Our Apportionment Giving 

Goes To: 

 World Service Fund 

 Ministerial Education Fund 

 Black College Fund 

 Africa University Fund 

 Inter-denominational Cooperation 

Fund 

 Camping & Retreat Ministries 

 Justice For Our Neighbors (JFON) 

 Training/Equipping local churches  

Other Ongoing Missions Projects At BUMC: 
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Do You Realize? 

Thus far, we’ve collected 11,700 water 

bottles collected for the  

Blue Star Moms! 

After an intensive hiring process and a few weeks relying 

on the gifts of our office volunteers, the Staff-Parish Rela-

tions Committee (SPRC) finally came to a decision:  We 

wanted Barbara Carbonaro! 

On July 24th, Barbara started her work as our Church Of-

fice Manager.  Barbara brings with her substantial experi-

ence and excellent office skills.  Her confident, peaceful 

presence in our Church Office has already been a boon to 

our ministry efforts.  The office joke has become, “When 

does the real work start?”  With Barbara Carbonaro in the 

office, we can all know the job will get done right the first 

time and on-time! 

In addition to working for us, Barbara works for an organi-

zation that obtains hearing aids for the deaf.  She enjoys 

making a difference in other people’s lives.   

A mother and a grandmother, Barbara’s greatest passion is 

her family.  She currently lives in Commack, but expects to 

move to Bayport in the coming months.  She is already 

sampling the local cuisine, and finding our beloved niche of 

the south shore to be a wonderful place to work, relax and 

make friends.   

Welcome, Barbara Carbonaro! 



Page 6 Fruits Of The Spirit 

On August 3-5, eighteen youth from around our district 

went to Morey’s Piers in Wildwood, NJ for a Christian 

youth retreat known as “A Closer Walk”.  The youth 

came from four different churches:  Bayport UMC, Bell-

port UMC, Dix Hills UMC, and Hicksville UMC - but we 

all had a great time together! 

While we were there, we worshipped on the beach with 

the Christian band Sidewalk Prophets, listened to mes-

sages by Blake Austin, and enjoyed the fireworks.  There 

were unlimited rides on Morey’s three amusement and 

water park piers.  The youth even got to hang out with 

Deacon Glenn Adone, who now serves as youth pastor at 

Bellport UMC, since he accompanied us on the trip.   

All in all, we had a blast!  We did discover, however, that 

we were tired of board walk food by the end of the week-

end.  You can only eat so many fried Oreos!  Anyway, 

we’re still looking forward to next year! 
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Us With Sidewalk Prophets! 



Ryan Milazzo from BSA Troop 329 

performed an Eagle Scout project for our 

preschool playground.  Ryan led his fellow 

scouts in erecting a fence around the 

swing set, installing “buddy benches” and 

adding mulch to the playground floor.  

Jeanne Monahan, preschool director, is 

just SO pleased.  Great job, Ryan! 

The Crew finished out their youth 

group year with a party at the church 

on June 14th.  There was LOTS of food 

provided by the families!  The youth 

had fun just hanging out and talking 

around the campfire.   

We can’t wait for next year! 

Crew Ends With A Bash 

The Day of Pentecost is the traditional celebration of the coming of the Holy 

Spirit.   

Acts 2 records that, “When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all gathered 

together in one place…”  (Acts 2:1)  It was then that the Holy Spirit made a 

powerful appearance - manifesting in fire and wind and causing the apostles to 

speak in other languages.   

Our celebration of Pentecost at Bayport UMC was designed to give us that same 

sensation.  Worshippers saw watched as youth entered with streamers of “fire,” 

and Jann Sanicola carried in a dove - another symbol of the Spirit’s Presence.   

One of the most moving moments came as Donna Pace sang “The Lord’s Prayer,” 

accompanied by Debbie Harlin in American Sign Language.  This is becoming a 

regular tradition in our church, and we love it! 

On this particular Sunday, our worship 

team invited our high school graduates 

to come to the altar for a special 

blessing.  We pray for their intellectual 

and spiritual growth as they begin their 

college years!  Congratulations to 

Abigail Auwaerter, Steven Beyer, Beth 

Hillman, Emma Hillman, Sarah 

Hillman, Hannah Kaywood, Jenna 

Monsell, Jacob Ocon, and Stephanie 

Wehner! 

A Pentecost Celebration 

Eagle Scout Keeps Children Safe 

Page 8 Fruits Of The Spirit 



Page 9 Volume 2, Issue 2 

In the past few years, Long Island has seen a huge increase 

in the number of opioid overdoses and fatalities.  Every com-

munity has lost people to this epidemic.  In Suffolk County 

alone last year, there were nearly 500 opioid-related 

deaths—and this year it’s shaping up to be even higher! 

Long Island Congregations, Associations, and Neighborhoods 

(LI-CAN) started working on this issue late in 2015, and has 

begun to organize faith groups, schools, and hospitals in 

working on this crisis.   Doing something to slow this epidem-

ic will require a massive, multi-agency effort, and LI-CAN is 

seeking to do just that.   

At it’s April 26th meeting at St. Anthony’s High School, LI-

CAN gathered over 1,260 people in the auditorium—with 

hundreds more listening in outside.  At that meeting, school 

districts, students, congregations and individuals signed a 

Covenant that commits them to act on this crisis.  LI-CAN is 

working with other school districts to ask them to make the 

same commitment, and has engaged the hospital systems on 

LI to encourage expanded programs.   

Since that time, LI-CAN has been training congregations to 

run “listening posts” - small group support groups where 

anyone can share how the opioid epidemic has affected them 

or the people they care about.  By offering these listening 

posts, it removes the stigma that churches often must over-

come about being judgmental, and it offers the chance to 

show love for people experiencing tremendous pain.   One 

important hope for the listening posts is that common 

UpRooting The Opioid Epidemic 

themes among the stories heard will emerge, giving LI-CAN 

some direction in its advocacy. 

The Long Island East District officially recognized own task 

force on the issue in June, chaired by Rev. David Czeisel.  

The UpRooting The Opioid Epidemic (URTOE) task force 

had been exploring the issue for a couple of months prior to 

that, and felt it was time for the district to empower the ef-

fort.  Thus far, URTOE has gotten 17 people from our 

churches trained by LI-CAN to run listening posts, and at 

least three listening posts are being developed in Bayport, 

Huntington/Centerport, and Bellport. 

Bayport UMC hosted its own LI-CAN listening post on Sep-

tember 2nd.  After a presentation by Pastor David, the group 

of about 12 broke out into two small groups.  Each person 

shared their story.  Several had lost people to the epidemic, 

or had wrestled with addiction issues themselves.  Others  

wondered what could be done through their profession.  

Some just came because they were concerned about this epi-

demic in their community.   

Pastor David described how he was concerned as a follower 

of Jesus, as a pastor, and as a father.  “People in our church-

es are dying,” he pointed out.  “And some of them feel so 

ashamed that they won’t even talk with their pastor, due to 

the stigma around addiction.  But this is a brain disease, and 

needs to be treated a such.”  Another person—a nurse—

shared that she felt that her hospital wasn’t equipping her to 

help.  Bayport UMC’s next listening post will be on Oct. 8th 

at 12:30pm. 

After Dorothy Johnson of Maxed Out 

Drug Prevention, who had organized 

the event stepped aside, Islip Town 

Supervisor, Angie Carpenter, presided 

over the rest of the evening.  Other 

speakers included Suffolk County Po-

lice Commissioner Tim Sini, Anthony 

Rizzuto of F.I.S.T., and many others 

dignitaries and experts in the field.   

This is an issue we can do something 

about! 

Acknowledging that while anyone over-

dosing on drugs is too many, the cur-

rent rates are way out of hand, a few 

church members attended the Overdose 

Awareness Day event in Rotary Park in 

Sayville.  Karl Auwaerter led the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  Pastor David was 

blessed to give the invocation, inviting 

people to talk to their clergy if their 

family is going through an addiction 

problem.   

National Overdose Awareness Day—August 31st 

Back in June, some of our church mem-

bers marched in the Wake Up And 

Walk march for opioid addition aware-

ness, which started at the Blue Point 

Bible Church and walked to the beach.   

Dorothy Johnson of Maxed Out Drug 

Prevention and Pastor Mike Miano of 

Blue Point Bible Church organized this 

event.  

A Walk Against Addictions 



The purpose of the Bayport United 

Methodist Church is to glorify and 

worship God and His son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior. Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, our col-

lective mission is to share the Word of 

God with others, and to serve the Lord 

by showing loving care, concern and 

support for all in need. We are to be 

in Christian fellowship with one an-

other and to celebrate our Christian 

blessings as a church family and with 

all the world.  

Primary Business Address 
Address Line 2 

Bayport United Methodist 
Church 

 Tiny Tots Preschool 

 Alcoholics Anonymous—

Beginners, Young, Step Groups 

 Al Anon 

 Overeaters Anonymous 

 Bayport Civic Association 

 Bayport Heritage Association 

 Happy Feet (soccer program) 

 Various Cub Scout & Boy Scout 

Packs/Troops 

 Various Daisy, Brownie & Girl 

Scout Troops 

Phone: 555-555-5555 
Fax: 555-555-5555 
Email: someone@example.com 

We also host, promote, & support 

local constituent groups whose val-

ues are in alignment with those of 

the UMC.  Those groups include...  

Our Extended Community:  Non-Church Groups At Bayport UMC 

Join Us Online! 

www.bayportUMC.org 

 


