
D 
ear Sisters  

and Brothers, 

These past six 

months have been much dif-

ferent than I thought they 

would be.  Our world has 

presented us with some diffi-

cult challenges, but also with 

some cause for great joy.  In 

the midst of the tumult, our 

church is proclaiming hope, 

and we’re doing so both in-

side and outside the church! 

Just leaf through these pag-

es, and you’ll see what I 

mean:  Our congregation 

seemed to feel a thirst for 

justice this year, so our Wor-

ship Committee adapted the 

works of Dr. Marcia McFee 

and Mark Miller to help em-

power us. (pg. 11) Sue & Di-

ane Richon and I welcomed 

the community to receive 

ashes on Ash Wednesday 

with a drive-up incarnation 

of the rite.  Jann got me to 

dress up like Noah and walk 

the streets with you, pro-

claiming salvation for those 

threatened by floods (pg. 3).  

Our trustees made our 

church a little “greener” (pg. 

13), and Jann Sanicola and 

Linda Beyer introduced or re

-introduced us to the Chris-

tian Way through Alpha (pg. 

2).   

Our church also got closer to 

some of our sister churches 

in the last few months.  

Members of Sayville UMC 

and Bayport UMC partici-

pated in Alpha, a joint vol-

leyball night for our youth, 

and our Lenten Connection.  

We once again testified to 

the Resurrection on Easter 

morning—with more than 

250 people from our church 

and Our Lady Of The Snow 

spread out across Corey 

Beach and still others gath-

ered back in our Sanctuary .   

Together, Christians are 

creating a powerful witness 

of hopefulness in a despair-

ing world!  After all, we wor-

ship a God who died on the 

cross – a seemingly hopeless 

fate - and who rose above 

that seemingly inescapable 

destiny.  He taught his disci-

ples to overcome injustices 

through generosity and 

grace, and promised to be 

with us always.  Therefore, 

in everything, “We put our 

hope in the Lord.  He is our 

help and our shield.”  (Psalm 

33:20)   

I can’t explain just how im-

portant it is that we don’t 

lose hope.  Many of you will 

find yourselves on the sports 

field during this season.  If 

you watch carefully, you may 

be able to tell the exact mo-

ment when a team’s fate is 

determined.  It’s seldom 

when they begin to lose, 

since “come backs” are a real 

thing.  Rather, it’s when they 

begin to feel that they can’t 

win—when they stop believ-

ing that victory is possible.   

The good news of Jesus 

Christ is that He has already 

done for us everything we 

could possible imagine.  Je-

sus has won the victory al-

ready!  You and I are simply 

waiting for his decree to echo 

out through the hills and 

valleys of our world; their 

holy resonance shaking free 

a Kingdom that rings truer 

than the one we’ve known to 

date.  The moments of trage-

dy and sadness will eventu-

ally all be overcome and the 

grave will be overwhelmed.  

Those who mourn will be 

made glad again (Matthew 

5:4), and Jesus will reshape 

His Creation until it reflects 

His Love.   

While we wait, let us “love 

one another” and “May the 

God of hope fill you with all 

joy and peace in believing, so 

that you may abound 

in hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit.”  (Romans 15:13) 

Your Brother In Christ, 

Pastor David Czeisel 

From The Pastor’s Desk 
“So now, Lord, what should I be waiting for?  My hope is set on you.”   

- Psalm 39:7 
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No pressure. I was very surprised at 

what I have learned about myself, and 

my faith. I was once an angry person, 

with a very short fuse. Since Alpha I 

have not been. That is just one small 

part of Alpha’s effect on me. I believe 

Alpha can be used in other ways of 

helping, which I am exploring. 

     Give Alpha a try. I am sure it will 

change you, even if only a small way. 

Pastor Dave, Jann, and Linda are very 

good in guiding you. Bring a family 

member, or a friend.  Relax and break 

bread together, and get to know one 

another. I go by the golden rule: Love 

your neighbor as you would love 

yourself. 

Larry Spencer, Child Of God 

Hello Everyone, 

      My name is Larry Spencer. So you 

want to know about Alpha. Well let me 

say I was very skeptical. I thought it 

was not something I wanted in my life. 

I was wrong! If you are asking yourself, 

why do I believe in Jesus? Do others 

believe the same way I do? If they do, 

what is it that we have in common, or 

some of the differences? These are some 

questions that Alpha helped me with. 

     Alpha allows you to be yourself 

without judgment. It is non-

denominational. Not a Bible study 

course, it is simply another way of 

looking into your faith. You get to share 

your feelings about religion in an open, 

and honest environment, if you want. 

Alpha Course Reintroduces Jesus 

On April 29th, three of our confirmands 

had the opportunity to attend the 

Bishop’s Confirmation Rally in Valley 

Stream, hosted by our Annual 

Conference.  Bishop Tom Bickerton gave 

an inspiring message, calling the youth to 

let Jesus into their hearts and transform 

our world.   

Afterwards, the youth had some small 

group time with the bishop, during which 

the bishop sat on the floor, surrounded by 

Training Disciples 
     We are committed to encour-

aging Christians to be better 

disciples of Jesus.  That’s why 

we are constantly offering stud-

ies and training to help you 

practice better discipleship in 

your daily lives.   

     Here are just a few ongoing 

educational opportunities you 

might consider next  fall: 

 Sunday School 

3 years old - 12th graders 

Every Sunday 

9:45am 

Contact Celeste Tveter 

 

 Confirmation Class 

7th graders 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays  

7pm - 8:30pm 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 The Crew  

7th - 12th graders 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays  

7pm - 8pm 

Contact Carla Gibson 

 

 Women’s Bible Study 

Adults—Women 

Every Sunday 

8am - 9:30am 

 

 Disciple Bible Study 

(Intro To The Psalms) 

Adults—Men & Women 

Every Wednesday 

7pm - 8:30pm 

 

Confirmands Meet The Bishop 

the confirmands on couches.   

Later, the confirmands met with NYAC 

consultant Neal Bowes, who introduced 

them to the UMC’s Social Principles on 

everything from the death penalty to 

genetic manipulation.   

During the last workshop, we put 

UMCOR health kits together, which our 

church promptly brought home to our 

Mission Central HUB! 
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day!!! 

When the Bayport-Blue Point community celebrated its 

annual St. Patrick’s Day parade on March 12th, Bayport UMC 

was there in style. 

Jann Sanicola, our church’s lay leader, had heard about the 

parade last year, so this year she came up with a theme:  

Noah’s Ark.  The theme helped us promote our UMCOR flood 

bucket collections for the Mission Central HUB.  “Build a flood 

bucket, and help your neighbors rebuild after a flood!” shouted 

Pastor David (See Noah, at right) time and time again over 

the church’s portable sound system.   

Church members dressed up as animals or wore animal hats,  

following the ark as it was pulled by pickup truck, reminding 

us how the animals came onto the ark “two by two”.  Church 

members handed out flyers about our HUB and candy.  Sue 

and Diane Richon led the way, carrying our “Bayport United 

Methodist Church” 

banner all the way to the 

end of the parade.   

However, the biggest joke 

of the parade was the 

rumor that “Jesus” was 

marching.  Apparently, 

few people seemed to 

catch on that Pastor 

David was portraying 

Noah—not the first 

century Son of God.  

Bystanders leapt onto the 

street to take pictures 

with “Jesus,” who 

apparently still has some 

rock star status in our 

community! 

Despite being one of the coldest St. Patrick’s Day parades 

anyone could remember, everyone seems to have a lot of fun!   

We’d like to congratulate Grand Marshal Karl Auwaerter on 

his role in the parade.  Karl is one of our own members, and 

does so much for our community.  We’re very proud of him! 

Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day In Style 

Pastor David and his wife, Jennifer, played the parts of Noah 

and his humble wife.   



The Missions Committee would like 

to thank the Congregation and our 

youth for helping out in this year's 

Thanksgiving Basket ministry. 

Through donations of non-

perishable food, fresh fruit and 

vegetables, and turkeys, we were 

able to provide Thanksgiving to 19 

families this year! The youth 

assisted Missions volunteers  in 

sorting the food which was placed 

on tables in the Parlor. The families 

were asked to come and "shop" for 

their food in the Parlor, selecting 

their preferences and needs. We 

find that this is a more empowering 

experience than having a volunteer 

make up a basket for them. Many 

people have such a difficult time 

just asking for help. They are truly 

grateful for these gifts and the 

encouragement to select what they 

like for their families.  Food 

shopping took place  Sunday Nov. 

20, from 1-3, in order to provide a 

more confidential and comfortable 

Thanksgiving Baskets Offer Hope 
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“Souper” Chicken Dip Still Scratches The Surface 

environment. This year, some 

families were unable to reach us by 

car and we shopped for them and 

delivered. We were provided with so 

much that we were able to deliver 

fresh food to the Patchogue food 

pantry as well! Praise God for the 

abundance He provided and please 

keep these families in need in your 

prayers.   

Blessings, 

Debbie Harlin and Margaret King 

Co-chairs, Missions Committee 

Thanks to all who contributed to our Souper Bowl of Caring! We 

raised $124 and collected 82 cans of soup for local food pantries.   

Our annual Chicken Dip Fundraiser netted over $200 in funds for 

our Mission Central HUB! 

The Elijah Challenge Teaches Us How To Heal  

The Elijah Challenge was hosted by 

our Long Island East District on April 

21-23.  Guest speakers William and 

Lucille were flown in from Texas to 

teach us how to heal in Jesus’ name.  

We were taught that, when Jesus sent 

out his disciples prior to the arrival of 

the Holy Spirit, they were told to “heal 

the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those 

with skin diseases, and throw out 

demons.”  (Matthew 10:8)  Jesus 

seemed to extend his divine, royal 

authority to them to do these things.  

William and Lucille suggested that this 

is one way we are meant to remove the 

obstacles in the way of unbelievers, so 

that they might come to know how 

much God loves them, too.   

Pastor David, Sue Richon, Diane 

Richon, Gelean Horan and Sue Cirillo 

all attended the training at various 

points, including healing ministry on 

the streets of Smithtown! 
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The Gospel Gets “Very Good” 

Our Sunday morning bible study read and studied “The Very Good Gospel” by Lisa Sharon Harper.  This study complimented 

our “Roll Down Justice” series in weekly worship during the Lenten Season.  I love how this author begins with Genesis and 

talks about tov me’od (everything was very good).  “God’s mighty net of interconnected relationships was forcefully good, 

vehemently good, abundantly good!”  As creation is reviewed the word Shalom is used throughout the book. We learned that 

Shalom is so much more than a greeting, it means “radical love”, “the antidote to sin”.  It refers to “wholeness and health to a 

world in which the outcome of law is social justice.”  Ms. Harper talks about Shalom with God, with self, between genders, with 

creation, for broken families, between races, between nations, witnessing peace, and with death and life.   

I personally experienced shalom and witnessing peace during the Elijah Challenge and shalom with death and life through the 

passing of my dear friend, Barbara.  I viewed these experiences from a different lens as result of having read “The Very Good 

Gospel.”  There is so much to learn from this book that many of us agreed that it is a “re-read”... 

- Gelean Horan 

Birthday Cakes At Coffee Hour 

In honor of Jesus' birthday the 

Bayport Church members all 

celebrated their birthdays during 

coffee hour fellowship time on 

December 11th. There was a table 

for each month with a birthday 

cake.  Everyone was asked to sit at 

the table for the month of their 

birth and enjoy some cake with 

others born during the same 

month. Some cakes had a theme for 

their month.  For example, October 

had a design of colorful leaves and 

trees all made of chocolate, July 

had Stars and Stripes and January 

had a snow storm theme.  Other 

cakes were people's favorite 

homemade recipes, like double 

chocolate cake and pound cake just 

to name a few !  There were even 

store bought favorites like Reese's!  

One of the younger members 

(Savannah Haughie) who actually 

celebrated her birthday on the 9th 

had the largest, beautiful sheet 

cake! 

A good time was had by the 

congregation eating delicious 

birthday cake together but an even 

better time was had fellowshipping 

together!  It was discovered 2 

members were " birthday twins" 

because they shared the same 

birthdate!  There were many 

intergenerational conversations 

about how Birthdays were 

celebrated. The response was 

positive and many asked if we 

could do it again next year!  

Perhaps we are reviving a Birthday 

Cake Coffee Hour Tradition! 

Blessings, 

Linda Beyer 

For our Bible study in March the book selection was “The Very Good Gospel” by Lisa Sharon Harper.  A lot of her personal life 

gave her the foundation of this book. 

Our Sunday morning discussions invited us to wonder:  Is it possible to restore God’s “Good Creation?” Can the world be 

restored to the original form of the Garden, where God’s peace was so natural? Can the goodness and the true shalom God 

intended be returned to each of us in this broken world?   

Did we find all the answers?  No, but this book put us on a new level of thinking.  The Gospels are not only about our own 

personal salvation, but they show us our social responsibility for caring for each other as well. 

 - Judy Fleetham 

The weeks in Bible Study with the book The Very Good Gospel were very enjoyable and well-spent. The women in the group 

were lovely, and I enjoyed hearing their different opinions and, of course, Jan Sanicola was an excellent leader. I have resolved 

to find Jesus’ face in everyone I meet. The thrift shop is a great place to meet people of different religions, ethnicities, and 

cultures which is wonderful. I may not share some of their beliefs, but I am trying to be more understanding so that we can 

have Shalome (peace) and the earth can be a “very good” place once more. 

- Marge Earle 
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Quinipet was fun.  It was fun because we got to learn about God in FUN 

ways. The topic was "the armor of God." You go into family groups to do 

activities. You do skits about the parts of the armor of God. The music was 

very good and catchy. You go to worship service.   You get to have some free 

time to do whatever you want. You meet new people.  I am already looking 

forward to going again next year.  - John B 

The theme for this year’s district youth 

retreat on March 31st through April 

2nd was B.A.S.I.C.—Become A Soldier 

In Christ.  The theme song of the 

weekend was undoubtedly “Prince of 

Peace” by Michael W. Smith! 

The retreat is normally held in mid-

April, but due to Easter, it was moved 

earlier.  For this reason, there may 

have been fewer youth on the retreat 

than normal, but that didn’t stop them 

from having a good time!   

Three of our Bayport UMC youth 

attended the retreat this year.  Here 

are a few of their thoughts: 

 

I definitely had a good time...  The meals were pretty good.  Going on the 

adventures and meeting new people was the best part.  Some of the other 

youth and I even danced during worship!  Sometimes I played gaga ball 

during my free time.   

My favorite game of the weekend 

was when we played a kind of tag.  

Each time you get tagged, you link 

arms with the ones who tagged you 

and try to catch others.  I’m still in 

touch with the people that I met 

from all over Long Island.  I’m 

definitely in for next year!  - Mike P 

Our Parish Hall was transformed into a volleyball court on March 8th when the Youth Groups from Bayport Methodist Church 

and Sayville Methodist Church met for a night of fun.  Sayville Methodist Crew came to our church where we met each other for 

the first time.  We were all excited and played a healthy game of volleyball with plenty of serves, bumps, sets and spikes.  Vol-

leyball is a very fun and interactive sport and very competitive at times.  When play first started it was Bayport vs. Sayville, 

and after a while the teams were mixed and everyone was having a blast!  It was a great night for team work and to grow closer 

to your fellow confirmands.   After a good volleyball workout the night ended with ice cream!  Everyone who attended enjoyed 

the night and many new friendships were made.  It seemed like everyone loves the game of volleyball also.  Thank you Pastor 

David for hosting this very fun volleyball night for all! 

Bump, Set & Spike With God! 

Pastor Rich (Sayville UMC) 

gets ready to serve! 
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30 Hour Famine 

What Was The High Point Of Your 30 Hours? 

Being hungry 

Knowing I helped someone 

Hanging out 

Watching movies 

Playing board games 

Staying awake for so long 

The games and the chill parts 

How Did God Help You With Your Fear? 

Thinking that I won’t make it but persevered. 

Not hungry 

That we helped someone. 

He helped me with understanding it would be 

worth it in the end. 

I wasn’t hungry that much. 

He helped me by knowing to accept that in the 

end it would be worth it. 

Knowing that I don’t have to fear to be alone, 

because he’s always with me. 

 What Are You Hungry For Spiritually Right Now? 

To feel connected to God. 

Some meaning 

Connected to the “Big Mon” 

A closer relationship with God 

To feel God’s love 

I want to be a good (better) student. 

Listen to what God tells us. 

Do You Have Any New Thoughts About Children In The 

Developing World? 

We need to reach out and help them. 

They have endurance. 

They’re strong, and we should help them more. 

Yes I do 

We need to teach them to distribute food in a more 

reasonable way. 

They have to be hungry every day with no feast at 

the end 

Once again this year, our Crew imbibed nothing but water and juice for 30 consecutive hours.  The 30 Hour Famine raises funds 

for World Vision— a Christian organization that works globally to provide for families.  This year, 8 youth and their chaperons 

raised $425.  The Famine helps our youth understand the situation of children who grow up in poverty by experiencing some of 

what they experience and seeing the world through their eyes.  Here’s some of what our youth had to say: 
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On Saturday, May 6th,  we watched as 

Jann Sanicola and Stephanie Wehner 

experienced the culmination of their 

work.   

Both earned their local lay servant 

credentials, which required five 

sessions of study with our district’s lay 

servant team.  75 lay servants earned 

credentials that were presented at this 

year’s District Conference—the second 

year in a row with record numbers.   

Local lay servants are empowered to 

preach, teach, run committees, and 

more generally serve the church.  

Certified lay servants (the next level of 

training) then take elective courses to 

specialize in their areas of interest, and 

can even serve as pulpit supply in any 

church in the United Methodist 

connection!   

We are SO proud of Jann and Steph, 

and feel very grateful for their passion 

for serving God’s Kingdom.  Besides 

serving as our lay leader, Jann Sanicola 

serves as President of our United 

Lay Servants Get Equipped 

Methodist Women, regularly leads small groups and assists with worship.  Stephanie Wehner is an active member of our youth 

group, has made a habit of leadership in our United Methodist camp ministry, and provides much of the energy and talent 

behind our new Praise Band.  They are amazing Christian leaders, and we rejoice in witnessing their spiritual growth! 

Remembering Our Heritage 

On May 21st, our church observed 

Heritage Sunday—a day to recall the 

precious spiritual inheritance we have 

received from those who have “run the 

race” before us.  (Hebrews 12:1)   

The idea to celebrate Heritage Sunday 

was brought forth by Debbie Kolacki, 

our Church Historian, and brought to 

life by our Worship Committee.  Debbie 

welcomed the congregation at the start 

of worship.  Her husband, Don Kolacki, 

walked the children around the 

Sanctuary, introducing them to the 

history and symbolism behind our 

beautiful stained glass windows.   

This year’s national emphasis was on 

the local church, so we remembered our 

history.  As the video narrated by 

George Mitchell recalled, the church 

was built in 1784 by an official 

membership of just 19 members!   

But our church is not just a historical 

site.  The story of God’s faithfulness 

continues with every generation, and 

the congregation covenanted with God 

to nurture young Camden Humann as 

he was baptized during worship that 

morning.   

We look forward to discovering all that 

the Lord has in store for Camden and 

for us all! 
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Stewardship Campaign Succeeds In Equipping The Mission 

In November and December of 2016, 

our Stewardship Committee brought us 

the first stewardship campaign in 

many years.   

The focus of the campaign is to 

encourage our church members to grow 

in their use of the resources God has 

placed into their hands.  Our time, 

talent and treasure are all precious 

gifts from God, entrusted to us for 

careful use in “making disciples for the 

transformation of the world.”  (UMC 

motto) 

Powerful videos and testimonials from 

church members inspired us to use our 

resources well, and sermons by Lay 

Leader, Jann Sanicola and by Pastor 

David helped us consider the value 

resources already in our hands.   

Many of our members seemed moved 

by generosity between the start of the 

campaign and the end of the year.  

Church members gave more than 

$10,000 to the campaign while 

continuing their regular offering, 

including a donation of $2,500 from a 

single household.  Wow!  Our church 

members can really see why generosity 

matters! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Women followed 

up this increase by volunteering to 

donate the $1,300 proceeds from the 

UMW’s Holiday Fair, which always 

occurs on Thanksgiving weekend and 

sells holiday-related items from our 

Thrift Shop.  

While this campaign is over, we can see 

the benefits:  Our church was able to 

keep its ministries fully-funded, 

including our financial commitments to 

ministries through our denomination.   

So far this year, our Finance 

Committee says we are on-track.  

However, we’d like to encourage our 

members to keep striving for spiritual 

breakthroughs through tithing, and to 

consider taking the work out of giving 

by setting up recurring gifts online at 

BayportUMC.org.  Doing so helps us 

keep broadening and deepening 

Christ’s Kingdom!   



Drive Up Ashes 

Lenten Connection 

For the second year in a row, members of the Sayville and Bayport UMCs wor-

shipped together for Lent.  Pastor Rich Allen from Sayville UMC gave an inspiring 

and humorous sermon at our church, and our praise band led worship.  The joke of 

the night, however, was that 

our Irish-themed potluck sup-

per featured more delicious 

kielbasa than Irish food! 

Pastor David preached at 

Sayville UMC the next week, 

but the hit of the night was 

the Irish dancers who gave us 

a great performance before 

worship started.  Oh, and 

what was the most common food at the potluck?  Meatballs!   
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Ash Wednesday Worship 

For the first time this year, our church offered ashes to those 

who would drive up in their vehicles on Ash Wednesday.  

Pastor David had experienced this before, and saw its poten-

tial to invite our community into the Lenten journey.   

Our first vehicle of the day was a construction truck, whose 

driver Diane and Sue Richon had met at the local deli.  He 

invited his wife and newborn, who were later followed by her 

mother.  Ashes were also offered to the teachers in the Tiny 

Tots preschool, which meets at our church during the week.   

In all, there were more than twice as many non-members 

(16) than members (7) who took advantage of our drive up 

ashes during lunch hour — and that doesn’t include the 3 

dogs who rode through! 

On Ash Wednesday (March 1st), our church gathered for 

worship.  Once again, our worship committee offered prayer 

stations that brought real depth to the start of our Lenten 

journey.    

While everyone seemed to find a station that allowed them to 

draw close to God, our youth seem to find the stations espe-

cially interesting.  The youth took walking the prayer laby-

rinth, making prayer bead bracelets, writing cards to our 

veterans and receiving ashes on their foreheads seriously.   

It was a great way to begin our Lenten journey together! 

Have you picked up your church 

photo directory this year? 
(Contact Jane Mawhinney to get yours!) 
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“Roll Down, Justice!” Theme For Lent 

For the six Sundays of Lent, our church engaged in a special journey to seek God’s justice.  

Back in January and February, when our worship committee sat down to decide what our church 

needed most this year, we noted how frightening our world has become.  There seemed to be a real 

yearning for justice among us - for equity, acceptance, and a breakdown of the barriers that divide 

us.   

So together we put forth a theme called “Roll Down, Justice!” which was based on the prayer the 

prophet Amos: 

“Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”  - Amos 5:24 

The thoughtful liturgies were designed by Marica McFee, whose liturgies 

we have used before.  The beautiful music that was carefully woven into 

those liturgies was written by Mark Miller, who has written many of the 

songs we already find in our hymnals.  The touching poems we experi-

enced were written by United Methodist bishop LaTrelle Miller Easter-

ling.   

What effect did this have on our congregation?  Feedback was mostly 

positive throughout the experience.  Most of the congregation reported 

that they felt the call to inclusivity and compassion for our neighbors 

was aptly timed and well articulated.  Our baptismal identity makes us 

God’s agents of healing - Christ’s movement seeking a more just world.   

The culmination of this Lenten journey was our Easter celebration, in 

which we affirmed our baptismal identities together.  Pastor David invited the congregation mem-

bers to sign a special Easter Proclamation:   

 

We, the undersigned members and friends of the Bayport United Methodist Church,  

do hereby make this Easter Proclamation: 

That this sacred space and the people who sign this document are committed to being safe sanctuaries for every person – 

for we are all made in the image of God. (Genesis 1:27) 

Jesus of Nazareth embodied radical hospitality towards the oppressed, the ostracized and the disempowered, and we 

seek to do the same.  We therefore hold ourselves to His example of divine Grace by receiving each person as God creat-

ed them to be - without judgement.   

We humbly and gratefully welcome into our midst people of various skin tones, cultural backgrounds, genders, socio-

economic statuses, differing abilities, and sexual identities.   

We commit ourselves to rooting out the causes of injustice in our church and our community, and to advocating for a 

substantial, lasting transformation in the way we treat one another. 

May every person who encounters us find in us generous friends and sojourners on a common journey to reject evil and 

oppression in whatever forms they present themselves, as we strive for the stature and likeness of Christ.   
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Maundy Thursday 2017 

The Last Supper, painted in 1495, 1496 by Leonardo da Vinci commemorates Jesus' Passover feast with the Twelve Disci-

ples. The painting depicts the consternation that occurred among them when Jesus announced that one of them would betray 

him.   

Leonardo da Vinci's The Last Supper, a powerful painting for all, sets the tone for Maundy Thursday services; the betrayal 

(John 13:21) that will lead to Good Friday's crucifixion.   

For Maundy Services this season, Pastor David chose to deliver another message, one taken from John 13:5 -"After that, he 

poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around 

him". Pastor David chose the moment to teach us about Jesus' humiliation of his death.  The message was powerful as I felt a 

bit of the humiliation Jesus felt.   

Thank you, Pastor, for your message and teaching of humility.  Your demonstration of what Jesus did for us and how he did it, 

proves God's love for us.  

- Bruce Ochs 

Helping A Family In Need 

Yesterday (12/22/2016) my eyes were really opened and I'm so glad God gave us the opportunity to help this family during the 

Christmas season. Me, Pastor David Czeisel, and Guy sent out on a mercy mission to Ronkonkoma to pick up a furniture set, 

mattress, and microwave so graciously donated by our church family. I won't tell too much because it's not my place to share 

another family's story, but a struggling mother and young daughter that had just found an apartment in Patchogue had 

not had any furniture yet and had unfortunately been sleeping on an air mattress. When we had to bring the two couches up 

the stairs, the smaller one got in just fine but the large one was the real challenge. After spending at least half and hour trying 

to move it and re-maneuver it to fit in the door ways and up the stairs we had to take a break. Just on the brink of settling that 

we just couldn't get this piece in the apartment, Guy looked up and said "Help us Lord." Within 10 minutes the couch went 

right up the stairs and we had just put in the family's first furniture set in their new home for Christmas. Knowing that little 

girl would finally get to go to sleep tonight on a mattress really warmed my heart and reminded me how much God has blessed 

my life. We prayed and said a blessing on the new home, and gave someone who was struggling some tears of joy and a remind-

er that the Lord is in their lives. 

So when you go to bed tonight, look around and remind yourself how fortunate and thankful you are for the people and things 

God has brought into your lives. 

By Matt Beyer  

Operation Christmas Child 

Thank you for participating last November in Operation Christmas Child - a 

program to send shoeboxes filled with toys, toiletries, musical instruments, 

clothing, school supplies and art supplies to children around the world in 

impoverished nations.  Thanks to your donations and the assistance of students 

in the EIHS National Honor Society, we were able to send filled shoeboxes to 100 

children around the world.  Last year’s boxes went as far away as Ecuador and 

Ukraine.  Every shoebox gift delivered by Operation Christmas Child is a 

tangible expression of God’s 

amazing love. But a shoebox is 

just the beginning. It also 

presents an opportunity in 

more than 100 countries for 

our church partners to invite children into a deeper relationship with 

Jesus Christ through The Greatest Journey. Thank you for supporting this 

rewarding program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sarah, Emma and Beth Hillman 

https://www.facebook.com/dczeisel
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Bottles For The Brave (Blue Star 

Moms) - support for U.S. military fami-

lies.  Deposit empty water bottles in the 

Parish Hall 

Bags Of Hope - providing needs and 

support for victims.  Paper towels are 

being collected in the hallway near the 

kitchen.   

Sunday School Missions - collecting 

recyclables to support the a variety of 

missions throughout the year. 

The Barn - Our very own Thrift Shop 

provides gently-used clothes and other 

items at very low prices Tuesday-

Saturday from 10am-2pm.   

UMCOR - The United Methodist Com-

mittee On Relief provides disaster relief 

efforts all over the world.  You can al-

ways give to specific disaster relief ef-

forts. 

Mission Central HUB - Our HUB 

team collects, assembles, verifies and 

ships UMCOR kits throughout the 

year.  Some are retained on site for lo-

cal emergencies, and the rest are sent 

to Mission Central in Mechanicsberg, 

PA. 

Prayer Blankets - Our Sarah Circle 

knits and crochets blankets for those in 

spiritual distress.   

Local Outreach - The Missions Com-

mittee serves our neighbors through 

the soup kitchen at St. Anne’s Episco-

pal Church in Sayville, through our 

Thanksgiving baskets and Adopt-A-

Family programs, and by providing food 

to those in difficult times. 

 

 

 

Part Of Our Apportionment Giving 

Goes To: 

 World Service Fund 

 Ministerial Education Fund 

 Black College Fund 

 Africa University Fund 

 Inter-denominational Cooperation 

Fund 

 Camping & Retreat Ministries 

 Justice For Our Neighbors (JFON) 

 Training/Equipping local churches  

Other Ongoing Missions Projects At BUMC: 

This spring, our church ‘s Trustees  purchased and installed 

LED lighting throughout the classrooms and hallways.   

We should thank our Trustees for having such forethought.  

Not only will these new lights reduce our church’s environmen-

tal impact, but it will save our church up to a few thousand 

dollars a year!   Best of all, the new lights brighten our rooms 

and hallways, making our church more a more attractive place 

to worship, learn and serve.   

Energy-Efficient Lights Make The Future Brighter! 

Did You Know?   

Our Grandma’s Attic earned over $1,300 on November 26, 

2016!!!! 

Congratulations to Flo Olsson and Gail Laskowski on their most 

successful year yet.  God has truly blessed us!  

Many thanks also to our Thrift Shop staff, who collect the items 

to be sold throughout the year.   



The purpose of the Bayport United 

Methodist Church is to glorify and 

worship God and His son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior. Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, our col-

lective mission is to share the Word of 

God with others, and to serve the Lord 

by showing loving care, concern and 

support for all in need. We are to be 

in Christian fellowship with one an-

other and to celebrate our Christian 

blessings as a church family and with 

all the world.  

482 Middle Road 
Bayport, NY 11705 

Bayport United Methodist 
Church 

 Tiny Tots Preschool 

 Alcoholics Anonymous—

Beginners, Young, Step Groups 

 Al Anon 

 Overeaters Anonymous 

 Bayport Civic Association 

 Bayport Heritage Association 

 Happy Feet (soccer program) 

 Patchogue Rotary Animal  

Assisted Therapy (PRAAT) 

 Various Cub Scout & Boy Scout 

Packs/Troops 

 Various Daisy, Brownie & Girl 

Scout Troops 

Phone: 631-472-0770 
Fax: 631-472-0509 
Email: secretary@bayportumc.org 

We also host, promote, & support 

local constituent groups whose val-

ues are in alignment with those of 

the UMC.  Those groups include...  

Our Extended Community:  Non-Church Groups At Bayport UMC 

Join Us Online! 

www.bayportUMC.org 

 


