
D 
ear Sisters  

and Brothers, 

 

Has it been a year already 

since we first met?  I still 

recall our first encounter in 

the Church Parlor, walking 

around and shaking hands 

with those present for the 

first time.  It wasn’t long 

afterwards that we began 

worshiping our Savior to-

gether each week.   

I regret taking so long to get 

this praise report out to you.  

A lot has happened since our 

first issue last November.  

We have been just so busy 

ministering, it can be hard to 

take time to reflect.  But now 

the summer is upon us—the 

perfect time to ponder how 

God has used us to change 

lives… 

In putting this issue togeth-

er, I’m reminded of just how 

much has been accomplished 

this year.  It makes me feel 

grateful to be alive, and es-

pecially to be alive in Jesus 

Christ! 

We’ve introduced a great 

deal of creativity and energy 

into our worship.  I remem-

ber standing before you on 

Easter, trying to show you 

why Jesus’ Resurrection 

seems so feasible to me with 

a pair of poster boards.  The 

prayer stations on Ash 

Wednesday were so touch-

ing.  The sight of the dancers 

on Pentecost, waving those 

fiery streamers is hard to 

forget.  And who could forget 

the day the Emmaus/

Chrysalis community “flash 

mobbed” our worship in 

May?  All of these help to 

explain why our worship 

attendance remains up at 

around 100 people each 

week, an increase of 20% 

over last year.   

We built connections with 

our fellow UMCs, too.  We 

shared a “Lenten Connec-

tion” with Sayville UMC on 

two evenings, and I person-

ally hope to see more oppor-

tunities to band together—

perhaps even with a rejuve-

nated Patchogue UMC—next 

year.   

Worship is just one area 

where we’ve grown in minis-

try.  I invite you to read 

about others in the pages 

that follow.  I think that 

you’ll find that our youth 

program, Sunday School, 

adult small groups, and mis-

sions opportunities have all 

surged forward faithfully.  

But for me, the highlight of 

the year has been building 

relationships—because 

that’s what it’s all about.  

The level of involvement of 

long-time members and the 

joining of 16 new members 

proves to me that we are 

connecting people with each 

other, and deepening their 

relationship with Jesus.   

Whether it’s through Sunday 

worship, church programs or 

missions, weddings, funer-

als, baptisms, the fire com-

pany, the Scout troops, AA, 

or the Chamber of Com-

merce, I can honestly say 

that I’m meeting new people 

all the time.  I pray that in 

every encounter I’m display-

ing the love of Jesus Christ 

for them and for me. 

In the months ahead, I pray 

you’ll let your church equip 

you to do the same. Your 

support and personal in-

volvement are growing the 

Kingdom of God in our com-

munities everywhere you go.  

Hand in hand, we will over-

come evil by doing good! 

Your Brother In Christ, 

Pastor David Czeisel 

From The Pastor’s Desk 
“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  “ 

Jesus - Mark 12:29-31 (CEB) 
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plasma TV, a Wii game system, a pop-

corn machine and two Keurig coffee-

makers.  It’s the perfect environment 

for the youth to kick back and learn 

about Jesus!  Just check out the 

hashtag on the painting of Jesus to see 

how excited the youth are about their 

new place in our church! 

The once languishing kitchen also got a 

fresh look this spring from a team of 

church trustees.  Rich Sanicola and Don 

Page did the bulk of the work, saving 

the church thousands of dollars on the 

renovation.   

The new kitchen got a brand new floor, 

a commercial refrigerator and a com-

mercial freezer.  The stove was nicely 

cleaned, the cabinets and walls repaint-

ed, and the sinks got new sprayers.  

However, the favorite new feature is the 

window into the Parish Hall!  

You may have noticed a lot of changes 

to the physical facilities here at Bayport 

UMC this year.  All of these renova-

tions are positioning the church for a 

stronger ministry presence in our com-

munity.   

The Youth Room used to smell musty, 

and the blue paint made it feel like a 

classroom.  To be fair, as the site of the 

former Breakfast Club, that’s exactly 

what it once was.   

The revised Youth Room now sports 

beige and green walls through the ef-

forts of the youth and their adult help-

ers.  (See photos of the dedication on 

page 6)  Part of one wall has been 

painted with blackboard paint.  Emily 

Maha redecorated the two bulletin 

boards to give them some flair.  The 

room itself has been outfitted with dif-

ferent couches and chairs, a widescreen 

Changing The Face of BUMC 

that HUB would have served as the 

central location for UMCOR kit 

distribution, receiving truckloads of 

shipments from Mission Central.  With 

UMCOR’s Sandy relief efforts wrapped 

up in June 2016, the need for a HUB is 

self-evident. 

“We live on an island,” noted Margaret 

King, co-chair of the BUMC Missions 

Committee.  “When disasters hit us, we 

are cut off.”  Our neighbors will need 

us. 

Now that Bayport UMC is a HUB, 

you’ll find opportunities to contribute 

towards these life-changing kits by 

donating materials or your time as a 

volunteer in the near future.  Churches 

across our district are looking to us to 

lead the way in disaster relief for our 

neighbors! 

Relief (UMCOR) to provide help to 

those in need all over the world.   

Each UMCOR kit has a specific 

purpose, and its contents are 

standardized to ensure consistency.   

“Imagine if a whole shipment of 

supplies was headed to a disaster, but 

had to be turned around because 

customs discovered one kit not to be 

what we said it was,” our team was 

told.   

In addition, the kits are internationally 

recognized by other relief organizations 

such as the Red Cross and the World 

Health Organization.  This enables 

UMCOR kits to be used 

interchangeably with those of these 

other agencies.   

As recently as 2012, Long Island was 

the beneficiary of kits like these.  In the 

aftermath of superstorm Sandy, 

cleaning buckets were sent our way and 

distributed through UMCOR’s local 

relief efforts.  Had we had a Mission 

Central HUB available, as we do now, 

On Saturday, April 23rd, nine members 

of the Bayport UMC HUB team 

represented the church and signed the 

Mission Central Covenant, making our 

church the 34th HUB in the 

northeastern United States.   

It was a long day for the BUMC HUB 

team.  Having left the church very early 

that morning (Like, what daylight?), 

the team made their way to 

Mechanicsberg, PA—where the Mission 

Central’s warehouse resides.  The group 

was very impressed with their 

operation.  The ministry was started in 

2002 by the Susquehanna Conference of 

the UMC.   

Today, the gigantic warehouse is 

supported by a network of HUBs across 

the northeast.  Each HUB collects 

resources and assembles UMCOR kits:  

health kits, birthing kits, cleaning kits, 

layette kits, school kits, etc.  While 

some kits are retained locally for 

emergencies, most are sent on to 

Mission Central, who coordinates with 

the United Methodist Committee on 

Bayport UMC Becomes the 34th Mission Central Hub 

“We live on an island...” 
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Dear Heavenly Father, 

Kevin and I are firm believers in things happen for a reason. We both took different paths to get to 

where we are now, but in the end, it was You who made our paths cross. It is with Your loving guidance 

that we were able to conquer the obstacles before us and strengthen our love for each other. 

I thank You from the bottom of my heart for bringing such a kind, patient, and loving man into my life. 

I knew from the beginning that if I allowed Kevin to love me, 

this relationship would be different than any other. Thank you 

for showing me how to let my guard down in order to let his love 

envelop me. He has taught me so much about how to love and 

be loved. 

We are both extremely grateful for the life we now share. It is 

such an amazing gift You have given us, and we shall cherish it 

for the rest of our lives! We would also like to thank You for 

bringing us to the Bayport United Methodist Church. Everyone is so wonderful there. 

We are so thankful for Pastor David and the members of the church who have made us 

want to become an official part of their church family. 

With much love and gratitude, 

The McIntyres 

Wedded To Bring Out The Best In One Another 

Bayport UMC Receives 17 New Members! 

You read that right! 

It’s rare in mainline churches to see such a rise in mem-

bership over such a short period of time, but in the spring 

of 2016, seventeen faithful Christians became professing 

members of the Bayport United Methodist Church.   

According to our denomination’s Book Of Discipline, there 

are two categories of members in the United Methodist 

Church:  baptized and professing members.  The baptized 

membership of a church includes anyone baptized by the 

congregation.  However, a person only becomes a full, pro-

fessing member of a local church when they “profess” their 

faith in Christ and make a covenant to support the 

church’s ministry of love “by their prayers, by their pres-

ence, by their gifts, by their service, and by their witness.”  

(Baptismal Liturgy, United Methodist Hymnal, pg. 38) 

When Christians transfer between churches, their bap-

tism is affirmed.  Then, the individual and the church 

make a covenant to work alongside one another and care 

for each other, as Christ commanded us to do.  (John 

13:34) 

So what brought these new members here? 

Everyone has their own reasons, but when the two new 

member classes met with our Church Council, they shared 

how the genuine, caring fellowship of the congregation 

made their decision easy.  Several noted that they had 

visited other congregations, but when they came here, 

they were immediately greeted and welcomed.. 

Some, like Don and Debbie Kolacki, already had ties to 

the congregation.  Some hadn’t been here in many years.  

Kevin and Tracy McIntyre were married by Pastor David 

on New Year’s Eve.  Cynthia’s and Jimmy’s  daughter 

joined our confirmation class last fall. 

But whatever the winding road that lead them here, we 

are so grateful for opportunity to grow, love and serve 

with them.  They are teachers, retirees, policemen,  and 

more.  Some are dreaming of a contemporary worship ser-

vice, while others would like to see a support group for 

parents of teens.  All of them are looking forward to get-

ting to know you better! 

So… why don’t you take the first step?  Be sure to talk 

with them, get to know them more deeply, and invite 

them out sometime.  Above all, let’s be good stewards of 

one another’s souls.  Here’s a list of new members from 

April 10th and June 26th: 

Bridget Borghardt 

Margaret Dickinson 

Debbie, Don & Thomas Kolacki 

Rich & Lee Maha 

Kevin & Tracy McIntyre 

Henry & Linda Pinto 

Vinnie Rosa, Sr. and Kathy Gentile-Rosa 

Greg & Penny Wehner 

Jimmy & Cynthia Wright 

Note:  In order to join the church, prospective members 

participated in a 3-session New Member’s Class that in-

cluded lessons in church history, church structure, Meth-

odist theology, interactions with other prospective members 

and an introduction to the Church Council.   
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Ash Wednesday 

 

The Ash 

Wednesday 

service was very 

prayerful and 

personal for 

everyone that 

went to it.  I 

found it very 

meaningful to me.  I know people who 

went for the first time and they told me 

how much it meant to them.  The 

prayer cards that I signed and others 

signed were sent to the recipients and I 

know by a phone call that the people 

who received it was very touched and 

appreciated the thoughts and prayers 

that were written. 

 

By Diane Richon 

Christmas Caroling 

 

The Christmas caroling was fun but 

also meaningful to the people that we 

went to.  They were, and some still are, 

home bound for various reasons.  They 

appreciated the care and fellowship of 

the church at this time when they could 

not get out, but we could go to them. 

 

Family Fun Day 

 

Family Fun Day was a day of fun for 

the kids and the adults together.  I felt 

like a kid again playing the games with 

them.  I think they enjoyed it because 

we were a part of them.  Everyone had 

a good time. 

Worshiping Our Savior 

“I felt like a kid again...” 

What does it mean to us that Jesus was raised from 

the dead?   

At the beach and in the Sanctuary, we gathered at 

sunrise on the morning of Easter Sunday to find out.   

“We had more people here this morning than I’ve 

ever seen,” noted Charlotte Green.   

Worshipers from the Bayport UM and Our Lady Of 

The Snow churches covered the beach.  Most estimates favored over 250 participants.   

Together, we sang “Alleluia” and “Day of Arising,” accompanied the guitarists/singers Con-

nie Murray, Cyndy Rocco, and Maureen Voetter.  Pastor David Czeisel retold the Gospel 

lesson from John 20:1-18 from memory, and spoke about the quiet renewal of all of God’s 

Creation that happened on that first Easter morning.   

After the sermon, those who had gathered gave an offering for each of their respective 

churches and a praise offering of $896 for the Having Friends INN in Sayville.  Members 

of our churches serve the hungry at the INN throughout the year in order to ensure that 

those in need have at least a few meals a week.  The INN is part of the Hempstead-based 

Interfaith Nutrition Network, which runs a network of soup kitchens, emergency shelters, 

long-term housing solutions, veteran’s housing, and supportive 

services throughout Long Island.   

After the offering was collected, the musical trio raised their 

voices once more, singing “New Creation” by Jackie Francois.  

When we hear of how God’s love changed everything for us on 

Easter Sunday, we truly are a new creation!   

Easter People Raise Their Voices 

Training Disciples 
     We are committed to encour-

aging Christians to be better 

disciples of Jesus.  That’s why 

we are constantly offering stud-

ies and training to help you 

practice better discipleship in 

your daily lives.   

     Here are just a few ongoing 

educational opportunities you 

might consider next  fall: 

 Sunday School 

3 years old - 12th graders 

Every Sunday 

9:45am 

Contact Celeste Tveter 

 

 Confirmation Class 

7th graders 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays  

7pm 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 Confirmation Class 

8th graders 

Working with mentors 

Contact Pastor David 

 

 The Crew  

7th - 8th graders 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays  

7pm 

Contact Carla Gibson 

 

 Youth Group 

9th - 12th graders  

11:30am 

1st & 3rd Sundays  

Contact Carla Gibson 

 

 Men’s Bible Study 

Adults—Men 

Every Wednesday 

7pm - 8:30pm 

 

http://the-inn.org/


Coming To Understand 
The Scriptures 

Our Disciple 1 Bible Study finished its 

34-week run this June.  Every week, 

the class met together to watch a video 

by Biblical scholars and to discuss the 

week’s readings.  Participants read 

through sweeping amounts of Scripture 

each week, encompassing all the major 

story arcs of the Bible.   

The goal of the study was to familiarize 

ourselves with the Bible—from Genesis 

to Revelation.   

During the last session, participants 

were invited to share what  they’d expe-

rienced.  They reported that the Bible 

was much less mysterious to them now 

than it was before—and more meaning-

ful.   

Perhaps more importantly, the partici-

pants gained clarity about their own 

spiritual gifts.  Coming to grips with 

our own giftedness is the first step to-

wards answering our calling—

something this group is sure to do! 
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New Lay Servants 
Certified 

At the District Conference on May 7th, 

over 85 lay servants received their 

certificates.  Among them was  Diane 

Richon, who renewed her credentials as 

a local lay servant.   

Steven Beyer became our first youth lay 

servant, after completing the youth 

course.  He and his mother, Linda 

Beyer, received their lay servant 

certificates during worship the next day 

in Bayport.   

Lay servants are empowered through 

six Saturdays of training, and are 

equipped to serve as preachers, 

teachers and other Spirit-led church 

leaders.   

 

Confirmation Class Visits 
 

Our 7th and 8th grade confirmands made 

visits to three non-Christian houses of 

worship:  the Temple Beth Chai syna-

gogue, the Selden mosque and a Thai 

Buddhist Temple.  We learned a lot about 

what others believe, and began building 

the first bridges towards mutual respect.   
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Youth Alive Fashion Show 2015 Painting At Pheonix Art 

Mini Golf At  

The Country Fair 

Youth Room Dedication: 
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Do you have any new thoughts 

about children in the  

Developing World? 

1. We can help them if we really tried. 

2. They are a lot more stronger than us. 

3. They are very strong. 

4. Poverty is an evil that needs to be diminished. 

5. If we spent less money on things that aren’t needed and 

put it towards helping children in the developing world, 

then we could really make a difference! 

 

How Did God Help You With 

Your Fear? 

1. He made it easy to stay busy. 

2. He helped me by leading me and helping me to get 

through it. 

3. He gave me Hope. 

4. He clears my mind. 

5. He gave me hope that I would eat soon. 

6. He helped me remember that there are people who have 

nothing to eat “on the daily.” 

7. He fed my brain with the milk of knowledge. 

Testimonial Box 

Together we raised 

$811.55! 

Through WorldVision, 

that’s enough to feed a 

child for almost two 

years! 
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Our Sunday School made Easter baskets Wish Bowl Bowl-a-thon 

Church Family Campfire 

Joint Lenten Services  

BUMC Yard Sale 
UMW Women’s Day Djembe Class 

Baptism of Sienna Wood 



Bottles For The Brave (Blue Star 

Moms) - support for U.S. military fami-

lies.  Deposit empty water bottles in the 

Parish Hall 

Operation Christmas Child 

(Samaritan’s Purse) - Bringing 

Christmas to children all over the 

world.  Filled shoeboxes may be brought 

to the church in November. 

Bags Of Hope - providing needs and 

support for victims.  Paper towels are 

being collected in the hallway near the 

kitchen.   

The Malawi Project (in connection 

with East Quogue UMC) - sending 

empty prescription pill bottles to help 

ensure people in Malawi receive their 

medicine. 

Sunday School Missions - collecting 

recyclables to support the local families 

through the church’s “white gifts” pro-

gram.  Also, bring in your change to 

donate to Heifer International. 

The Barn - Our very own Thrift Shop 

provides gently-used clothes and other 

items at very low prices Tuesday-

Saturday from 10am-2pm.   

UMCOR - The United Methodist Com-

mittee On Relief provides disaster relief 

efforts all over the world.  You can al-

ways give to specific disaster relief ef-

forts. 

Prayer Blankets - Our Sarah Circle 

knits and crochets blankets for those in 

spiritual distress.   

Local Outreach - The Missions Com-

mittee serves our neighbors through 

the soup kitchen at St. Anne’s Episco-

pal Church in Sayville, through our 

Thanksgiving baskets and Adopt-A-

Family programs, and by providing food 

to those in difficult times. 

Part Of Our Apportionment Giving 

Goes To: 

 World Service Fund 

 Ministerial Education Fund 

 Black College Fund 

 Africa University Fund 

 Inter-denominational Cooperation 

Fund 

 Camping & Retreat Ministries 

 Justice For Our Neighbors (JFON) 

 Training/Equipping local churches  

"They brought us lots of joy 

and happiness..."  -  

Other Ongoing Missions Projects At BUMC: 
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Every Thanksgiving and Christmas, the Missions Committee collects food and turkeys to give 

to people in our community who are in need. On Thanksgiving and Christmas, families are 

given the opportunity to shop for food in our Parlor. For Christmas, the Congregation selects a 

gift to purchase from our Angel Tree and wraps it in white tissue paper to be given to these 

same families. Families provide the committee with Christmas needs and wishes for the An-

gel Tree. The following are two thank you notes to the Congregation, received from two of 

these families in true appreciation.  

 

" Thank you so much for the generous food baskets and turkeys for Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas and the nice and thoughtful Walmart gift cards! We were able to get needed food and 

toiletries! Hope your Holidays were as special as you are!" 

 

"We just wanted to send a thank you for the thoughtfully picked out gifts that were given to 

us on Christmas! They brought us lots of joy and happiness around the holidays."  

 

Debbie Harlin, 

Missions Committee Co-Chairwoman 

Thanksgiving & Christmas Outreach 

Sunday School raised $120 for Heifer International last fall, and raised $60 through 
the "Recycling Can and Bottle Program," which gave six kids gifts for Christmas! 
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Easter was a very exciting time in Sunday School…  I believe Light House Mission was truly blessed with our Children's Bi-

ble Mission and Religious Easter Basket Mission.  Sunday School  was able to donate 21 Easter Baskets!  In addition, the Sun-

day School was able to give  20 Spanish Children's Bibles (for $6.95 each) and 20 English Children's Bibles (for $5.15 each)!  The 

baskets and Bibles went to children living in the local homeless shelters  and local area that come to their Saturday Afternoon 

Lunch Program which includes Bible lessons. Their Pastor said they serve about 100 children each Saturday!  The Sunday 

School was only able to give generously to these causes with  your donations and support as well as from the congregations!  

- Celeste Tveter, 

Sunday School Superintendent 

Chicken Dip Scores! 

A Souper Bowl Worth 

Winning… 

The church collected 

$105 and 119 cans of 

food on Souper Bowl 

Sunday (Feb. 7, 2016).  

These offerings were 

contributed to the 

Patchogue UMC food 

pantry for those in 

need.  

 

Last Halloween, Chrissy Demmers coordinated a collection of 

Halloween candy and sent it to our troops.  We received the 

following in return….. 

 

December 6, 2015 

Dear Operation Gratitude Family, 
 

Thank you for continuing your support of the fighting men and 
women of the United States Military. All of our Troops here 
are grateful for the items you sent us and have taken some 
pictures for you all. Please continue to show the same love and 
attention in years to come. Happy Holidays from us here in the 
Middle East to all of you. As always, God Bless You All and God 
Bless America." 

Sunday School Embodies New Life Through Service 

What can some chicken dip get you be-

sides a little heartburn?   

Just ask Margaret King,, who has been 

selling her famous chicken dip after wor-

ship on Super Bowl Sunday for years.   

This year, the spicy treat brought in 

$180 for the Missions Committee’s minis-

try, proving that while success is “sweet,” 

sharing Christ’s love with others is the 

“spice of life!” 

If reading this article made your mouth 

water, we’re sorry to tell you that you’ll 

just have to wait until next year! 



The purpose of the Bayport United 

Methodist Church is to glorify and 

worship God and His son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior. Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, our col-

lective mission is to share the Word of 

God with others, and to serve the Lord 

by showing loving care, concern and 

support for all in need. We are to be 

in Christian fellowship with one an-

other and to celebrate our Christian 

blessings as a church family and with 

all the world.  

482 Middle Road 
Bayport, New York 11705 

Bayport United Methodist 
Church 

 Tiny Tots Preschool 

 Alcoholics Anonymous—

Beginners, Young, Step Groups 

 Al Anon 

 Overeaters Anonymous 

 Bayport Civic Association 

 Bayport Heritage Association 

 Happy Feet (soccer program) 

 Patchogue Rotary Animal  

Assisted Therapy (PRAAT) 

 Various Cub Scout & Boy Scout 

Packs/Troops 

 Various Daisy, Brownie & Girl 

Scout Troops 

Phone:       631-472-0770 
Email:        Secretary@bayportumc.org 
Website:     www.BayportUMC.org 
Facebook:   www.facebook.com/ 
                     bayportumc  

We are not an exclusive advocate of 

in-house committees.  We also host, 

promote, & support local constitu-

ent groups whose values are in 

alignment with those of the 

UMC.  Those groups include...  

Our Extended Community:  Non-Church Groups At Bayport UMC 

Join Us Online! 

www.bayportUMC.org 

 


